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The Cold War Ends

The Soviet Union Declines

Détente came to an abrupt end in 1979, after the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan to ensure its influence in that neighboring nation. Like
the Vietnam War in the United States, the Afghan War drained the
Soviet economy and provoked a crisis at home.

The Soviets in Afghanistan The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan

n late 1979 to support an Afghan communist government that had

seized power a year earlier. The new government's efforts to introduce

social reforms and redistribute land roused bitter resentment amc.mg
the anti-communist, devoutly Muslim Afghan people. AS insurgencies,
ruprisings, threatened the government, the Soviet Union stepped in.
For ten years, Soviet forces battled widely Scatt?md grolp=

‘ mujahedin (moo jah heh DEEN), or Muslim guetrilla fighters.

Desp lte 100,000 troops, the Soviets controlled only the cities, nffjt' the
| r bing rural areas, millions

* Afghan refugees fled into neighboring Pa'k . e
;u "eled weapons and other military supplies to help
atle Soviet troo
0 ire for the
By the late 1980s, the Afghan War had become a quagmiie

d costing
. _ == ed resources all
Wit Union. It was draining badly neegdrew from Afghanistan 1o

"Cus op troubling issues at home.

Missiles are paraded in Red Square in
Moscow. The heavy military commitments of

the Soviet Union was one of the factors that
led to its decline.
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>> Objectives
Understand why the Soviet Union declined.

Identify the reforms introduced by Mikhail
Gorbachev.

Describe the collapse of communism in
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.

Evaluate how the end of the Cold War
affected the remaining communist nations
and the United States.

>> Key Terms

mujahedin

Mikhail Gorbachev
glasnost
perestroika

Lech Walesa
Solidarity

Véaclav Havel
Nicolae Ceausescu
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Soviet economy faced severe problems. Unlike the
economies of Western Europe and the United States,
which experienced booms during the Cold War, the
communist economies of Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union stagnated. Central economicC planning
led to inefficiency and waste. In competition with free
market economies of the West, the Soviet command
economy began to collapse. It could not match the
West in production of quality consumer goods. People
saw little improvement in their lives and envied their
western neighbors. |

The arms race put an additional strain on the
Soviet economy. By the 1980s, both superpowers were
spending massive sums on costly weapons systems.
U.S. President Ronald Reagan began a massive military
buildup, partly because he believed that the Soviet
Union could not afford to spend as much on defense as
the United States. When Reagan launched a new round
of missile development, it was clear that the Soviet
economy could not afford to match it.

Gorbachev Tries Reform In 1985, an energetic new
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev (GAWR buh chawf).
came to power in the Soviet Union. In foreign policy,
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.+ ervene militarily in any Warsaw Pact —hy g a:
He signed arms control treaties with th' )
States and eventually pulled Soviet trDOp: Unitgj
Afghanistarl. o q
At home, Gorbachev launched a tWO‘DIDnQ
od o
o

at reform. First, he called for glasnost, B o
He ended censorship and encouraged Peopl.
openly about the country's problems. )

Second, he urged perestroika (pe, o
kuh), or the restructuring of governmepy aSTRE?g
economy. Gorbachev's reforms algg iﬂCluEd e
lessening of restraints on emigration. Natgp, Shaled a
a Soviet scientist and human rights activist, p, ;nsi-;-ﬂ
imprisoned for ten years for treason Long i &
permission to emigrate, he was 1eleaseq in ex }?Hl&j
for a Soviet spy in 1986 and settled in Istag] g

Streamlining government and reducing tp, Siz
the bureaucracy, he hoped, would boost efﬁciency ehraf
output. He backed some free-market ideas inclu(;d
limited private enterprise. But he still wanteq ' eel@
the essence of communism. b

Corrupt or inefficient officials were dismigge
To produce more and higher-quality goods facta; -
managers, instead of central planners, were madi
responsible for decisions. To increase food SUDpﬁe;
farmers were allowed more land on which tg grow fm[i |

to sell on the free market.

IDENTIFY SUPPORTING DETAILS What econori; |

problems did the Soviets face in the 1970s and 1980¢?

"

The Soviet Union
Collapses

Go;bachev faced a host of problems. His policies brought
rapid change that led to economic turmoil. Shortages
gIew worse, and prices soared. Factories that coul
Not survive withoyt government help closed, throw1nd
thousands out of work. Old-line Communists ald
bureaucrats whose careers were at stake deﬂﬂunced

the reforms. At the same time. other critics dernandf?d
EVen more changes.

The Sovijet Empire Crumbles Glasnost encaufaged
unrest in ‘
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et orbit, beginning in 1989 Ryccix:
& e Soviet OIDIL, - [USsla’s postwar
,uprpri?de | empire seemed to be collapsing. EaStern EurOpe
> €8S, b _ _ ) _
S B n nﬁld-wg;, Sotwet tl;lardicljners tried to overthrow L Yansformed
ev and restore the old order. ' : _ .
Gorbatf?aﬂed but ft fiurther e}i Thdelr attempted During the Cold War, Eastern Europe lay in the Soviet
coup ttec, . N | axene | Gorbachev. orbit. Efforts to resist Soviet domination were met
By years €na, as other Sc?met republics declared with harsh repression. Despite the Soviet threat,
onomic ndependence, Gorbachev resigned. Some nations in Eastern Europe slowly made reforms.
198087 After Mikhail Gorbachev announced that the Soviet
| Endofthe Soviet Union In December 1991, theUnion  Union would no longer Intervene in Eastern Europe,
" of Soviet Socialist Republics was officially dissolved & ‘democracy movement” swept the region, and the
ctter almost 70 years. Its 15 republics became separate  nationsof Eastern Europe were remarkably transformed.
Ndependent nations Russia, the largest republic, had
lominated the Soviet Union. Poland Struggles Toward Democracy Poland was
rought ’ flfter the breakup, Russia and its new president, the Sov1ek1; [ginllogi most trou]:lesomz sa?‘lhte..h; 19?6,
; 4 Borig Yeltsin, faced a difficult future. They struggled  Protests had led to some reforms, but dissatisfaction
rtage r - . : .

g ol Wbuild 4 market economy and prevent violent conflict with communism remalned strong. The Ron:lan
co:u hEtween " munist groups. Catholic Church, which often faced persecution,
wing ke R p O-Gémocracy and pro-cqm i Tl became a rallying symbol for Poles who opposed the
. and { 0. USsla, the other former Soviet republics li St

4 “Haine imes. They | o .
mce;i Vg tr3:’:11;31- Kazakhstan faced hard 'tl ey Hiuat In 1980, economic hardships ignited strikes of
nde | Staﬂdard ul.ld. stable governme.nts and 1mp onomic  shipyard workers. Led by Lech Walesa (lek vah WEN
' Uﬂub] v hvmg_ But ethnic violence and ec tores suh) they organized an independent labor union, called
d i Hucles “oved obstacles. Some IR h?ld - in  Solidarity. It soon claimed millions of members, who
age Exﬂhanear Weapons, which they agreed to give Up pressed for political change.
:altlg' . J€ for aid ang investment from the West. Under pressure from the Soviet Union, the Polish
ha . overnment outlawed Solidarity and arrested its
way UMMARIZ ' hev’s reforms leadto 9 including Walesa. Still, unrest simmered
—" q o E How did Gorbac leaders, including 1 . , - -
of _' %P of Europe and Asia?

The Cold War Era

10.5 The Cold War Ends
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>> Lech Walesa traveled to Italy in 1981 to meet Pope

John Paul II, the first Polish pope. The pope was a great

supporter of the Solidarity movement.

>> Residents of East and West Berlin walk atop
the Berlin Wall in front of the Brandenburg Gate on

November 11, 1989. The wall was torn down shortly
after.

The Cold War Era @ 10.5 The Colg War Ends

GRVOES orld communi N
Pressure from thew unity f‘-ln:h

: 1
munist government and helped E“-Ia::‘_

collapse. Popé John Paul II visited leand hf_e_ =

Solidarity leaders, and criticized C?mmunist F,_E_ {
The pope Was the former Karol WD]tYIEl, ik ;:;:{_ﬁ
the Polish city of Cracow. e,
in the late 1980s, Polarfd—like the SOﬁEtu,.
began 1O introduce rad_lcal €CONOmiq o, Rigy,_
legalized golidarity and in 1989 SPONSoreq tlis i:
free elections 1N 50 years. Lech Walegy . ° X

Wag
clected president of Poland. The ney gw%:f

began a difficult but peacetul transition frop, Somh‘a: .
to a market economy. It helped mark the Stan.rq:‘
collapse of Soviet domination and compy,.. ¢ |
Fastern Europe. iy .

Poland's com

Revolution and Freedom By 1989 the “demnoq.
movement” in Eastern Europe was Sweeping U’.:'-;%ai
governments and ushering in new ones. Pegplemi_
the streets, demanding reform. “1
In the 1970s and 1980s, Hungary hag - .
introduced some modest economicreforms. Later ins. |
spirit of glasnost, Hungarians began to Criticize e |
government more openly. Under growing pressure . |
communist government allowed other political pari= |

and opened its border with Austria.

That move allowed thousands of East Gemnas
to escape into Hungary, and from there, to the Wes
Within a few months, Germans tore down the Belz
Wall, a move that would soon lead to the reunificacx
of Germany.

One by one, communist governments fell acres
Eastern Europe. In Czechoslovakia, Véclav Havel
(VAHTS lahv HAH vul), a dissident writer and huma
rights activist, was elected president. Most chang
came peacefully, but when Nicolae Ceausescu (cho
SHES koo), Romania’s long time dictator, refused 2
step down, he was overthrown and executed

For the first time since 1945, Eastern Eumpea‘:‘-
countries were free to settle their own affalrs. TL{
withdrew from the Warsaw Pact and quUeSted W

. . olf WS
Soviet troops leave. By then, Soviet power itsell
crumbling.

oa 0f
Ethnic Tensions in Eastern Europe Centunfean

migrations and conquest left most Eastern EUIDMD;;
nations with ethnically diverse DOPUIations' ot
countries had a majority population with one @ fiei
ethnic minorities that asserted their OWR e g
Nationalism helped unite some countri€s SUdcle
Poland and Hungary, but it was also a divisI® -
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