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A Two-State Solution For years, peacietalslzﬂmiﬂn
] -sta '
nd the idea of a two-s
e g between [srael and a

with peacefu] caexistencg R e
stable, democratic Palestinian state. To a i
up the “road map’ to peace, ¢ -
e and terrorisimi. Some [sraell a

wo-state plan. Iran

peacemakers drew
for an end to violenc
Palestinian leaders accepted the t |
and radical Islamist groups rejected it. e
The most recent peace talks ﬂpgned 12 o
aftermath of the "Arab Spring.” The uprisings did Il

‘ d
to improve the outlook for peace between Israelis an

| | tions,
Palestinians. Islamists won power 1n some elec

while turmoil engulfed Egypt and Syria.

EJ INTEGRATE INFORMATION Why is Jerusalem SO
important to both Israelis and Palestinians?

Conflict in Lebanon and
Syria

Internal divisions and the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian
conflict impacted neighboring Lebanon and Syria.
Both nations gained independence in the 1940s. Both
are home to diverse religious and ethnic groups.
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Tension

i
s among the diverse groups cruptey .
civil war that lasted from 1975 to 1990. Chlisnan 1:
Muslim militias, or armgd groups of citizep Sﬂld:f
battled each other. Syria invaded Lebanon apg SE-’T
troops remained for 29 years. Israel briefly inva;
Lebanon to Stop cross-border attacks first by PI.J
guerrillas and later by Hezbm}lah fighters, the il
group backed by Iran and Syria. !

Sectarian divisions remained even Al
fragile peace was restored. By 2012, the civil War
neighboring Syria threatened renewed violence apy,
rival militias in Lebanon. In addition, a huge numbe
refugees fled the civil war in Syria, straining Lebangy,

IesouICesS.

The Syrian Civil War Syria's diverse populio
includes Armenians, Assyrians, Christians, Dz
Kurds, Alawite Shiites, and Arab Sunnis. For decades
Hafez al-Assad and later his son, Bashir al-Assad
ruled the country and its diverse population with an
ron hand. The Assads opposed peace with lsad

and supported militant groups such as Hezbollah and

Hamas. l

During the “Arab Spring,” the Syrian governmer
met pro-democracy protests with brutal force, plungi
the country into civil war. Rebel groups were deepd
divided between moderates and extremist grous
Hezbollah and Iran supported the Assad regi®®
Western countries, however, hesitated to support e
rebels, fearful that weapons could fall into the han
% rad.ical groups. After Assad was accused of usiﬂ_g
chemical weapons, global condemnation forced Sy
to agree to give up itg chemical arms stockpiles:

As the death toll mounted above 1004

millions more Syrians were displaced by the ﬁghtjp_g’.
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complicated by disunity among rebel groups and
Assad’s continued grip on power.

HRreCALL What is Hezbollah, and why is it signficant?

o

Warfare in Iraq

The modern nation of Iraq was carved out of the
Oftoman empire after World War 1. Its population
included Sunni and Shiite Arabs, as well as Kurds who
lived in the north. Although Shiites were the majority
Population, Sunnis controlled the government. Kurds
distrusted the government and wanted self-Tule.
Divisions among these groups fed tensions in Irag
D“ﬂﬂg the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet
Union competed for influence in Iraq, which had vast
ol lesources and was strategically Jocated on the

Persian Quif,

The Iran-lraq War In 1980, [raq’s ﬂej‘@?ﬁ;ﬁ?
Wag engulfed in its Islamic Revolution. [raql Eﬂﬂ t::.;
sﬂddam Hussein, took advantag® of the tul
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ended in a stalemate in 1988, but with huge human
and economic costs for both Iran and Irag.

During the war, Saddam Hussein brutally
suppressed a Kurdish revolt, using chemical weapons
on civilians. His actions sparked international outrage
and charges of genocide.

The 1991 Guif War In 1990, Iraq invaded its oil-rich
neighbor, Kuwait. Saddam Hussein wanted Kuwait's
vast oll fields and greater access to the Persian Gulf.
The United States saw the invasion as a threat to its
ally, Saudi Arabia, and to the vital oil resources of the
region.

In 1991, a U.S.-led coalition of international forces
under the UN banner drove Saddam's forces out of
Kuwait. Despite this defeat, Saddam remained in
power. He brutally crushed revolts by Shiite Iraqis
and Kurds. To protect the Shiites and Kurds, the UN

set up no-fly zones, Or areas where Iraqi aircraft were

banned.

The Iraq War The 2001 terrorist attacks .Dﬂ the
U.S. led to new moves against ?addamrl-lussem. .T.Ihe
United States organized a new mternatlnnal. coalition
to remove gaddam from power. The.U.S. claimed that
the Iraqi dictator supported termr}‘sts. The cmuntr;;
a]s0 charged that Iraq was stockpiling weapons 0
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[, militants were also involyeq in

I

. death toll grew to ovel " i

I States sent more troops in a “surge” toend 1 BT b, 151 . i

Il The United States worked to convince moderate | war. They called for an Islamic state b . &

’ . Sunm’: who had prospered under Saddam, to back the f;‘; iR of Syria, Jor dan. Tt And LEbangn_ Uy
newly elected Iraqi government. It also tried to 1ImpIove ‘1T, militants were — bIUtahty .

_ . t American troops e 2
Iraqi security forces. In 2011, weas areas they controlled. They targeted Shiite M‘llﬂlirr&

withdrew, leaving a Shiite-led government in control. i Christians, an A othiis M R
Iraq still faced steep hurdles. Car bombings, suicide lso publicly oxocuted several hostages inclmifi
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attacks, and assassinations continued to plag American journalists.

country. The main political parties, representing | ekt e
Shiites, Sunnis, and Kurds, were often deadlocked over The United fStﬁFES la tkes to Plotes
ke issﬁes various Iragi minority groups from ISIS atrocitjes and

y - to destroy weapons and equipment [SIL fighters hag

The ongoing violence hurt efforts to rebuild Iraq's

once-prosperous economy. Although Irag has the seized from the Iraqi army. A NewW government cyy,

THE UNITED STATES INVADED IRAQ IN MARCH 2003. The last
U.5. combat troops left Iraq in August 2010. Remaining advisory troops departed by l

December 2011. Violence in that country continues. DE PL OY | ]
|

CASUALTIE TOTAL REFUGEES ED PER YEBR |
. 1.6-2.8 MILLION (THOUSANDS) |

U.S. MILITARY DEATHS (2003-2011) 200
TOTAL COST TO US, |

] 4,487
$2 TRILLION

U.S. CONTRACTORS KILLED — — 150 |
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IRAQI POLICE AND MILITARY KILLED $60 BILLION e
M 10,819 MONEY GIVEN TO REBUILD IRAQ &

IRAQI CIVILIANS KILLED DIRECTLY
50
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Cite Evidence Why did the removal of Saddam

Husgein‘s regime fail to bring peace to Irag? Use
details from the text in your answer,
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