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Suburban Migration

Causes and Effects of Suburban Growth People flocked to the
suburbs in part because the nation suffered from a severe shortage of
uban housing. During the depression and World War II , new housing
construction had come to a near standstill. At war's end, as Americans
married and formed families, they went in search of a place they could
call their own.
Fortunately, at this time of peak demand, developers figured out
how to build affordable housing in a hurry. William Levitt became a
leader in masg producing suburban homes. Entire rows of houses in
LEVittnwn, a suburb of New York City on Long Island, were built using
' same plan. This method enabled workers to build houses in weeks
“ther than in months. On the installment plan, buyers could pay $58\ .
1onth toward the cost of a home. Demand for the homes was so grga{
tha Levitt built two other Levittowns—one outside Phllade]phla..
Eﬂnsylvama, and the other in New Jersey. These houses were ldeii
0or young couples starting out because they were ‘affardabl.e ans
Eﬂmfmtable. Other developers adopted Levitt's innovative techniques,
aﬂd Suburbs were soon springing up across the country:

Americans’ yearning for a better life after
World War 11, coupled with innovations in
home building, led to an ex
In suburban areas.

Interactive Flipped Video

>> Objectives

Examine the rise of the suburbs and the
growth of the interstate highway system.

Explain the causes and effects of prosperity
in the 1950s on consumers.

Discuss postwar changes in family life.

Describe changes in education in the
postwar period.

plosion of growth

Describe the rise of new forms of mass
culture,

>> Key Terms

consumerism

median family
Income

nuclear family
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Act

California Master
Plan
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Oy the government. State and federal governments
constructed thousands of miles of highways that
linked the suburbs to cities. New home buyers also
benefited from the QI bill and the Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) which provided low-interest
loans. FHA-backed loans allowed home buyers to pay
as little as 5 to 10 percent of the purchase price and to
pay off their mortgages over 30 years.

Residents of new suburbs faced the challenge of
establishing new towns with churches. synagogues,
schools. and police and fire departments. Through
these institutions. the suburbanites forged a sense of
community. During the 1950s. the suburbs became
Increasingly self-contained. While suburban residents
of earlier generations had depended on the city for
entertainment and shopping, the postwar suburban
dweller could find a vast array of goods and services in

nearby shopping centers.

Interstates Support Migration and Prosperity
Free enterprise was supported by government policy
to improve the quality of life in suburban communities.
Committed to the idea of easing automobile travel,
President Eisenhower authorized the first funding
of the interstate System in 1953. Further legislation

Interactive lllustration
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Technological Innovations Lead i, t
Culture” During the 1920s, automohjlg ;:
had soared in the United States, With the N
of suburban growth in the 1950s, Amenc:r%
even more dependent upon thejy cars. The ihﬁ
registered automobiles jumped from 26 mﬂjjﬂn@_:
to 60 million in 1960.
These new automobiles tended to haye big enm.
and enormous horsepower. They came With I:he:.:
technology, such as POwer steering ang brakc.:::
automatic transmissions. Harley Earl of the Fnrd'i.f:
Company captured the mood of the 1950 by desic:;

cars with lots of chrome that reminded peopl :
planes.
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While some suburbanites rode the train ¢

forms of mags transportation, Americans inces
depended upon

1-.

their cars to commute to

Suburbanites also needed their cars toshopatsur:

shopping malls. Entrepreneurs opened fa*

Iestaurants and drive-in movie theaters, both o]
catered to the car culture. While these busi

5
businesses. often locg |

flourisheq, many older
older city neighborhoods, struggled to survive

enterprise benefit from the “car culture"?
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Educational Opportunities
and Priorities

j;;ge ECGHDmy,QIE{W’ SO too did opportunities for
work f;ﬁﬂitc: attaln higher education. A more educated
e IEE oosted economic productivity. In 1940, only
College. B bercent of college-age Americans attended
did Thé y the early 1960s, however, close to 40 percent
Sﬂhf.jﬂl Ip eICentage of Americans who completed high
; ducat‘a SG'. Iose sharply. “The astonishing growth of
Ion 1n the late 1940s (and thereafter)” wrote

1stori .
Wrian James Patterson, “seemed yet another sign

[h [l 4 w
Al the Amer ican Dream was well and alive. >> A combination of more educational opportunities and a
large baby-boom population contributed to full classrooms

across the nation.

DEfense SDending Shapes Education Priorities
0 - Priorities meant that students had expanded
Dpnrtu”ities. In Texas, for example, the staté
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