~> Rosa Parks sparked a movement that
I resulted in a Supreme Court ruling stating
f | that segregation on public bus systems was

'|[I the bus.

prosperity to manY: out mugt_ﬂfri pis®”
Americans WeIe still treate d%ﬁs % f::; .c
gecond-class citizens. The civy ; : };p;
movement, a broad and diverg, :Hhh ﬁﬁﬁ
to attain racial equality, °°ml3e11ed°" Emi
nation to live up to its idea] tp,, allth f;
are created equql. The mwement , 'f i
demonstrated that ordinary n,, e

5 2o lliaud Df ?1
women could perform EXtraordina:y Afric

acts of courage%gd sacrifice tq ackie
social justice, a lesson that COntin,, Y.

i ‘ , she rod he front of A R A and
illegal. A year later, she rode at the front o insplre peﬂple argund the Wﬁrld todq
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_ ‘ Describe efforts to end segregation in the The CIVII nghts Dile

1940s and 1950s. tpek

& : - I1S

| Explain the importance of the landmark case M t
i of Brown v. Board of Education. ovemen | Am
i ‘ Describe the controversy over school ' ‘ hon
| d i W " -
| eisegregatmn in Little Rock, Arkansas. Strengthens

| Discuss the Montgomery bus boycott and an
Rl its impact. in t
I I oth

| | :l - ] ] (] %
E;[ >> Key Terms Segreg ation Limits Equality ;‘Et
e dejure s j ; - : ] + i AN I
0| deiacm zgr;g:gggn %frlf;xév Americans had g long history of fighting for thelr rights "L_ dee
IR Thurgood Marshal o . ar 1II, +the struggle intensified, as African Americans ¥ Th,
118! i Earl Warren Increasingly dissatisfied with their second-class status. nox
Civil Rights Act of - 53

1957 Separa ool -
Martin Luther King, se ' 'tE but Not Equal In the South, Jim Crow laws Eﬂfm. s S1n
Jr. p;m-ngn of the races. Segregation that is imposed by 12 lgup,,:_ Ore
Eis; ':::t(:sus ZS € Jure Seégregation. In 1896, in Plessy V. Ferguson, B sz SE(
thnu;t had ruled that such segregation was cc:nstitl.ltiﬂﬂaiaf uf,"fj De

W:S ZC;SUES for blacks and whites were “separate but Eq”al'e[mﬂ;ef’- _
if =idom the case. The facilities for African America?® " n
€Ver, equal. j Ro
In the South most®

ST

and elsewhere, segregation extended ¥ hﬂﬂﬁs—
Officialg enforced segregation of sch00 {:it‘;'ﬁ%
restaurants, cemeteries, and beaches y
and whites from playing checkers togethe"

of public life,

transpurtatimn,
forbade blacks
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o ‘nination. Even  where B Ilegation,

dIIa ; de facto segregatigy, ”
il o '
E'-.p'”ﬂi n ;;LISEDI'I] Or tl.’adlt]gn_ wa

West and Southwest, Asign Ameri
Americans, too, faced de facto g
cases, legal restrictiong

[nthe
fpxica”
g, in S0ME

» pights Advance Slowly in the 1940s 1, many
S World Wﬁr II set the stage for the Iise of the
odern civil m.ghts‘ mt.}vement, President Roosevelt
mned discrimination In defense industrieg ip 1941
sunar Myrdal's publication in 1944 of An Ameriar
Jemma brought the issue of American prejudice to
s forefront of public consciousness Lastly, after
«sking their lives defending freedom abroad, African
imericans were unwilling to accept discrimination at
home.

Inthe 1940s, new organizations arose to try to bring
zend to racial injustice and expand participation
1ihe democratic process. James Farmer and several

ieis founded the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

1 the goal of ending discriminatory policies and

After “Ploving relations between races. Its members were

Jisw i ly influenced by the teachings of Henry David

mm?au and Mohandas Gandhi about the use of

l ?ﬂﬂv}ﬂlent Protest to confront injustice. They became

el ;m?m%d that African Americans could apply

= ~mﬂ§r flonviolent methods to gain civil rights. CORE

reme :Hamze‘ld fonviolent protests such as sit-ins against

_lghi n;;?atm“ In public facilities in Chicago, Detroit,
;:eljﬂ ;{:::: Okl _Hﬂrthem cities. |

U th Wal] fw as limited, but one highly visible brea.k

reas Hohmsﬁn Osegregation did take place in 1947._ Jackie

tals b Afri Clﬂlned the Brooklyn Dodgers, becoming the

vel b N American to play major league baseball.

H}Sﬂn
Iy ou bravad death threats and rough treatment,
o Shout his career he won the hearts of millions

Ve
dthe Way for integration of other sports.

—
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| 5: Slfgreg.ated drinking fountains in the South were a
tharn remmd_er that the ideals of equality described in
e Declaration of Independence had yet to be attained.
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>> On February 26, 1946, racial tensions led to mass
arrests of African Americans in Columbia, Tennessee. A
young attorney named Thurgood Marshall helped with -

their legal defense.

Interactive Gallery
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Nevertheless, African America

: ualit _
discrimination and felt that racial ed hiteﬁn‘lﬂ“’:ﬂ"s

overdue. However, the vast majority of W o
took the opposite view. Racial violence E'.-;an oteians
South, sometimes against African Amerl

who were just trying to register to vote. -

In the wake of this violence, | Premderi'lnvestigate
appointed a Committee on Civil nghtﬁ t?GD
racerelations. Initsreport, the committeere B i
a number of measures to ensure equgl oppor " o tra)
Americans, including an antilynching law lﬂ i
protection of voting rights. Unfortu nate ': g
was unable to win congressional suppc-l; o
initiatives. However, in 1948, he did use hlis.e i
power to order the desegregation of the milita ’:-"-0
time, the U.S. armed forces would be‘u::came one
most integrated institutions in the United States.

at tactics did

SPORTING DETAILS Wh
Ed iDENTIFY SU ot

some civil rights organizations use during

A Landmark Supreme
Court Decision

Although the civil rights movement had made some
gains in the 1940s, it stalled in the early 1950s. Onle
of its greatest disappointments was the NAACP's

Iﬂl.l.ul-'l--'- i : = LN

Feeling t ol
of guvemment were unwilling tq DI

reforms, the NAACP decided to turn
federal coul ts to attain its politicg) g

Ela’[-l".fh '1. : 1".

-

*:'I'nﬁtn tﬁ:::l:
10 liy;,, Y, 4
Oalg. gati"{:’.l
g o ',‘

The NAACP Turns to Litigation i .
end of World War II, the NAACP had becn ﬁ"-lr[‘_.
and most power ful political civil tights Grne ey
the nation. It attracted a wide array o m{;*iiﬁm%}
black and white, including a numpg, agl;ﬂu"l‘af’
used litigation as a means to expang 5 g "’"fﬂ.-_;'
the 1940s, a t Urigp, **,
the country. In the , a team of I"IHAQP N
pursued a legal strategy to Chanenge o %7;
Eegregat.i(}n in the courts. Th“rﬁnnd M; E'?ijlj'_
African American lawyer from Baltimy r}a
headed the legal team that mounted thig l::i*r L,
U-liETﬂ._ :
In 1950, the NAACP WOIl a number of hraf_
cases. In Sweatt v. Painter, the Supremg Cm? .
that the state of Texas had violated g Fm;
tablishing a s
Amendment by €s g a separate, by "

all-plack law school. Similarly, in the MCI&LL

e

Ly

. F

Oklahoma State Regents, the Court pyleg thq
state of Oklahoma had violated George ME:LE-..:;'_
constitutional rights. Even though McLauripy, H:
admitted to the graduate school of the Uniye.

Oklahoma, he was denied equal access to the |...

Segregation in Public Schools, 1954
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t;?er‘slt}, f ning hal. and classrooms. According to the Supreme
e llbra_ry. i, @ truly equal education involved more than

_ply admitting African Americans to previously all- |

white yniversities.

me Supreme Court Issues a Broad Decision Not
ing after it won these cases, the NAACP mounted
, much broader challenge to segregated public
«ucation at all grade levels. This challenge became
mown as Brown v. Board of Education. In the Sweatt
ad McLaurin cases, the NAACP asserted that Texas

husetts and Oklahoma had failed to provide equal educational

ﬁhgde aperiences. In the Brown case, however, the NAACP

iﬂg?’c{i{cut hallenged the “separate but equal” principle itself,

;-f uigger which had been established in the 1896 Flessy v.
vland Ferquson case,

rrri'gflg The Supreme Court agreed with the NAACP's

fument that segregated public education violated

b US. Constitution. All nine of the Court's Justices

VTIC Wported the Brown decision, which was written by

! “Hly appointed Chief Justice Earl Warren. “Does

%ﬂgﬁﬁﬂﬂ of children in public schools solely on the

Sofrace . . . deprive the children of the minority

ii% ®qual education opportunities?” Warren asl{er%d

o | Jus}tljls Uecision “We believe that it does.” The Chief

il E:iuc:e and the Court declared, “in the field of publiC

Pge .Fiﬂn the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no

1960s

i
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In the same month as the Brown decision,
the Supreme Court decided another civil rights
Case, this time involving Mexican Americans. In
Hernandez v. Texas, the Court ended the exclusion of
Mexican Americans from trial juries. The Hernandez
decision was the first Supreme Court ruling against

discrimination targeting a group other than African
Americans.

The Public Response The Brown decision was one
of the most significant and controversial in American
history. Because public education touched so many
Americans, it had a much greater impact than cases
involving only professional and graduate schools.
Moreover, by overturning the principle of “separate but
equal,” the Court lent its support to the views of many
civil rights advocates that all forms of segregation are

wrong.

In a separate ruling, known as Brown II, the Court
called for the implementation of its decision “with all
deliberate speed” across the nation. However, most
southerners had no intention of desegregating their
schools without a fight. In 1956, about 100 southern
members of Congress endorsed “The Southern
Manifesto.” They pledged to oppose the Brown ruling
through all “lawful means,” on the grounds that the

Court had misinterpreted the Constitution.
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