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the civil rights movement Mag, 3, ‘
strides forward. Yet racia) iniust.g'aa{
was not fully eradicated. Fl‘ustr;t_ﬁ
with this situation led somg Afri:%
Americans to turn to more rﬁdica?q

and sometimes violent metp,, ds

African Americans achieyeqg furg
:
successes, but for some the y54 !

ic&lis;n __

of the times left a bitter legacy

African Americans vote in the 1964
presidential election in New York City. In the
South, however, it was much more difficult

for African Americans to vote.

Interactive Flipped Video

' >> Objectives

Explain the significance of Freedom Summer,
the march on Selma, and why violence
erupted in some American cities in the 1960s.

Compare and contrast the goals and

Successes and
Setbacks

approaches taken by African American “
leaders to expand political rights and Cl\fll
economic opportunities. - e : E
Describe the social and economic situation IncreaS]-ng Parthlpﬁthl‘l 111 the
of African Americans by 1975. P P
olitical Process

>> Key Terms None of the federal court decisions or civil rights measures pese
Freedom Summer through 1964 fundamentally affected the right to vote. The P‘mh“
Voting Rights Act was a southern political system that used literacy tests, poll taxes &
vanr:ty[:juurtht Intimidation to keep blacks from voting.

enamen (. _— et
Kemer Commission In Mississippi, in 1964, for instance, not a single African Ame™
Malcolm X DOISON was registered to vote in five counties that hed AP
Eiinpﬂfm American majorities, All of the major civil rights organizations*

to over e 0
Black Panthers come these political 1njustices.
Lester Maddox S i
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affirmative action NCC and Politlcal Rights SNCC had spent several years ::argﬂjwﬁE
: 1 Lirtle 8

and _ th Ui
| mr:}readgreat dela] Of violent opposition. But in 1964, it decldei .
irectly involved ip the political process. It called for :

campaign, known @s Freedom Summer About 100 *W]ﬂgg'ﬁ{g
. ississipPl® s
African Amer; , were to flood MissisSiP 1Fteed. .
IiIcans to vote. They also formed the Misslsml?? aﬂ""hﬁE

Democrati :
“atic Party (MFDP), an alternative to MississiPP'”
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E”'Er:iged three Clvil rights werk
2 ar o James Chaney, and Andre
el l gNCC claimed that they

gl
G ed 1 .
p rities denied these charges.

W Good man—
were muy
# Idered;

g auth?
4 ; :
F;_ oy vhich ended when theijr bodies were foung
Lr_e_t' 0 an earthen dam. All had beep shot at pojnt

b:ﬂ].: ange. vet, despite the t'.',!_bUiGUS dangers, almost
n her volunteers remained in the State

e &
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o political Organizations Afte,
wor b ended in August 1964, an MFpp d
'"12‘1.9&1 to the Democratic Convention In  New
o eeking 10 be recognized gag Mississippi’s
;,_—w pemocratic Party. At the conventig :

Freedom
elegation

Juarantee nor
The greater minority representation in the future.

M : ;
rE-guIaIFgP IE]ECt?d this offer. Ironically, Mississippi's
€mocratic delegation left the convention in

to the MFDP. © the national party had made the offer

glartin Luther King, Jr.,
S;Lr;a Early in 1965, Martin

Organized g major cam
tt.} Pressure the federal gov
Irights legislation. The prot
of Confrontations on the
the main route from Sel

of these confrontations took place on March 7, 1965, a

;Ira}' that became known as "Bloody Sunday.” Heavily

med state troopers and other authorities attacked the
marchers as they tried to cross the bridge. Sheyann
Webb, a Six-year-old girl at the time, recalled the scene:

Leads the March on
Luther King, Jr,, and the
paign in Selma, Alabama,
ermnment to enact voting
ests climaxed in a series
Edmund Pettus Bridge, on
ma to Montgomery. The first

,1_1 {amer, One of th.e MFDP’s leaders. gave powerfyl
; i She described how she and other activists
" been beaten, fired from their jobs, ang displaced
ﬁﬂ ‘heir homes all because, as she put it, they wanted

oy register” and “live as decent human beings.”

pespite Hamer s testimony, the Democrats refused
., seat the MFDP. Instead, party officialg offered a
mpromise: they would seat two MFDP members as
.+Jarge delegates” and reform the nomination rules to

civil Rights Organizations
ORGANIZATION

the

AND DATE FOUNDED KEY PEOPLE

National Association for the =
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) 1909

5 B
# .: .

ysures passed
The problem
yoll taxes, and

-,

Elijah Muhammad
Malcolm X

Nation of Islam
1930

an American
had African
tions sought

Congress of Racial Equality_ ok __Jarnés Farmer

CORE) 1942 -
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I heard all of this screaming and .
- - Somebody yelled, ‘Oh God, they're
killing us!' . . . And I looked and I saw
the troopers charging us . . . swinging
their arms and throwing canisters of
tear gas. . .. Some of them had clubs
and others had ropes and whips. . .. It

KEY FEATURES
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|| Focused on legal cases to end segregation

- | and gain legal equality

4 Advncated separation of the races |
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- civil rights |
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Southern Christian Leadership . Martin Luther King, Jr. = Church-based group dedicated to nonviolent
Conference srin . Ralph Abernathy - resistance; urggmzed demnns‘grathn_s _qn_cl (o
anizing 5CLC) 1957 - | o i ' protest campaigns e
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then that I was going to die.
—Sheyann Webb, Selma, Lord, Selma, 1980

' dl
Webb survived, but the rampage continue

Television coverage of the violence outraged the ngtlﬂﬂ-
On March 15, President Johnson went on nat;.mnal
television and called for a strong federal voting rights
law. Historically, regulation of voting rights hﬁd been
left to the states, but Johnson argued that "1t 1S wmng
to deny any of your fellow citizens the right to \mte:

He added, “Their cause is our cause oo, because 1t
is not just Negroes, but really it is all of us, Wh.{} m.u$t
overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice.

And we shall overcome.”

Voting Rights Act of 1965 Spurred by the actions
of protesters, lobbying by the Washington bureau of
the NAACP, and the words of the President, Congress
passed the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The act banned
literacy tests and empowered the federal government
to oversee voting registration and elections 1n states
that had discriminated against minorities. In 1975,
Congress extended coverage to Hispanic voters in the
Southwest.
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fourth Amen ment to the CGHEI‘_

1964. It banned the poll tax Whig, ituti% Th;:;

% ¥ ; I"m,

response to litigation, the federg) i vnting_' :L
several important decisions thgy Its !

to participate in the democratic plizzan%ﬂd;j !
and Reynolds v. Simms limited faciy] S, a-l‘fg:f z
the practice of drawing election diﬁn,?mﬂr; :
a way as to dilute the Africap Am;}n% 1:
established the legal principle of "One Neay, %‘:{
In 1973, the Supreme Court furths, ’ an, o, 4

gerrymandering in White v. Regeste, al engg,;
These laws and decisions haq 4 -
0

Particularly in the Deep South Aftio ung 4,

participation in politics skyrocketeq I;H ﬂ'r:
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the percentage of African Americang fegi SSige,.
jumped from just under 7 percent ip : Qaqtfted'-’-::
0 ahy,..

ir“i
s,
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percent in 1986. Nationwide, the Mumpgy 5"
American elected officials rose from v, tﬁf At
more than 6,000 by the mid-1980s. 1y,

Ed IDENTIFY CAUSE AND EFFECT TTp—
“

the nat'ﬁ.l{

the protests in Selma, Alabama, have gp

THE BATTLE ror VOTING RIGHTS

AFB ICAN AMERIC
raa A% Film M™MAY

VOTER RECISTRATION

M 1964
M 1968

ALABAMA
RS so.-

I
LOUISIANA e

abolishes the poll tax

leads the Selma march

lowers the voting age

1982 Ronald Reagan signs
a 25-year extension to the

Voting Rights Act

VIRGINIA N .
= e

1993 Nationga| Voter

Registration Act regulates state

1964 24th Amendment

1965 Martin Luther King, Jr.

19'71 26th Amendment

CAN AMERICANS TN CONGRESS

1961-1963

1965-1967

19691971

1973-1975
19771979
1981-1983
1985-1987
1989-1991
1993-1995
1997-1999
2001-2003
2005-2007
2009-2011

Management of voter registration

>> Analyze Data In which state did A

registration? Do you believe it’s more Important for A fr
representation in Congress, or in state governme i? frican
g

frican Americans ma

Civil Rights and Reform in the 1960
S
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