.,jence Troubles Civil
v: hts Efforts

I:i ” Gglebrated the p;iﬂége of the ?Dting Hilghts Act
M et for some Alrican Americans, things had
ﬂglc nged much. In many ur1ban areas, there was
[]ul;er and frustration over continuing discrimination
a;lg poverty. That anger exploded into violence in
o
orderin the Cities Less than a week after Johnson

the Voting Rights Act, one of the worst race
American history erupted in the prednminantly
\ican American ne_ighbn:hc:nd of Watts in Los
Angeles: vinlent_:e, looting, and arson spread for several
4ays before National Guard troops restored order.

Watts was one of many race riots that erupted in

e 19605. The worst violence occurred in Newark,
Jew Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan, in the summer of
1967, In Detroit, 43 people died, and property damage
cached $50 million. The outbursts frightened many
ite Americans.
I[n most previous race riots, whites had used
sidlence to keep African Americans “in their place.”
sut now, blacks were using violence against police and
white business owners in black neighborhoods.

| cities.

pis
slgﬂed
Im[_g n
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nvestigating the Race Riots To determine the
causes of the riots, President Johnson established the
National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders,
known as the Kerner Commission. It concluded that
bngterm racial discrimination stood as the single
most important cause of violence. The commission
dso recommended establishing and expanding
federal programs aimed at overcoming the problems of

America’s urban ghettos.

Our nation is moving toward
two societies, one black, one white,
separate and unequal. . . . Segregation
and poverty have created the racial
ghetto and a destructive environment
totally unknown to most Americans.

"‘Natiﬂnal Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders,
Report, 1967

The Kerner Commission’s findings proved highly
“Mtioversial. A number of conservative commentators
“9ued against expanding federal spending.
- They said that this amounted to rewarding the
Yters. Others noted that the black-white sPit that the

g : , s
POt described ignored other minorities.

: Os
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>> During the 1960s, race riots, like this one in Detroit,
often left significant parts of largely African American
neighborhoods burned out or otherwise destroyed.

Interactive Map

":":'-"..l'&-\.#m‘.‘i'ﬂl.“r o L ..1

a A B AT S g

v sl

T . i .
e e
AT
LT

o
a2 PR T

>> Conservative critics argued that the Kerner -
Commission did not satisfactorily explain why the riots

occurred.
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Cgmmissmns rEGDmmendratlnnsl lal’gel D L “B'ﬂa
Vietnam War was consuming €Norm gy, . EE%& f, Thgeriﬂﬂﬂﬁ .-
money. The riots also fueled a White baumsﬁffﬂ‘;‘. ﬁm}gﬂl nX
whites Gppnseq further reforms Hﬂwev:klaﬁh_?‘:i Ma ﬂﬂgiEﬂE“
sector stepped in to create economg - the lea;_.f of P9 gion
citizens. In 1967, the life insurance indu;ﬂrtunit;* inte
Urban Problems Committee of Cgq, whj fﬁrm;}f. [nté!
«Billion Dollar Urban Investment Progr, h? ey, ® 5, cort
investments for low- and moderate. jn;n Dry, 0 ¢ in

: ; - : ' ha
and ]nb-creatmg enterprises in Poor LR i,
Urbap, ae UL-..-,E 8 edu
K4 ReECALL Why was the Kerner Commic whit
Msam” f a
> childr€
:nfor
- . - I'E-lﬂ
New Civil Rights Groy, Lutom

ial rioting of the mid-19 - Ps i
The racial rioting 1d-1960s CoinCigeq daﬁnl‘t
radicalization of many African Americapg D 'w;; G __gtokel
young urban African Americang H'a ;Itlr;@{

; advocating nonviolence and integratjon they o1 the carﬂliﬂl
I .E "
;é WP TN another approach. lg, 1 1966. In
March
>> Malcolm X speaks to a crowd at the Unity Rally M i el 1
: alcolm X Offers a Different Visio ncoura
in Harlem, New York City, on June 29, 1963. He drew " T ) W —— N The mﬁsﬂ.‘{. ya dith t
criticism from many civil rights activists for his belief KL ‘ _ Calwas Mﬂlﬂﬂlm}[ " Mer€

that the races should be separated. was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebrasks 3 1; left for dea
He adopted the X to represent his lost Afngénr f gCLC men

Little, he argued, was his slave name. Malcolm }af When
difficult childhood. In his teens, he moveq t Bg; Carmichae
and then to New York City, where he became in'mi-: After his r¢
in drugs and crime and landed in prison on h-’&Ig‘-; Americans
charges at age 21. ' He late

While in prison, Malcolm became a convert t Arnericas

Nation of Islam, a religious sect headed by Eiiz B pf:’hmc
Muhammad. The group prescribed strict ruks American:
behavior, including no drugs or alcohol, and demani PR e
a separation of the races.
% . _ = The Blac
fter his release from prison, Malcolm bece: Canmiick:

: P . — Py cl
the Nation of Islam's most prominent minister. It and Boblh
role, he preached a message of self-reliance ands Oaklang
protection. He called for black pride and spread > p ﬂnthe;-s
of black nationalism, a belief in the separate ’dET“:’ American
and racial unity of the African American com™™ Patrols of

4 o
Malcolm was a “charismatic speaker who Eﬂu'd_]';_: Police giy,:
an audience as great musicians play instruments . Such gq j
i 1e (aus” ;
dynamic speeches won many adherents t0 hl; 5 Childrep, -
af Uk w
In 1964, Malcolm X broke away from thehe‘; - D;EH the
Islam and formed his own organization. He ta wﬂﬁf; ang?mg
a pilgrimage to Mecca, the holy city of ™ (. beg Deret
adopting the religious name el-Hajj Mal¥ ewiﬂiﬂﬁ“ Tarmc
;:- At t':hz 1'9:65 Summer Olympic Games, U.S, athletes REtLlrning to the United States, he seel Febﬁj’ﬁ K he I
ommie Smith, center, and John Carlos, right, raise their consider limited of whites. In i Hegp A
gloved fists to show their support for the black-power o EEEERianCH d Killed iy Afms“
movement. 1965, however, Malcolm X was shot an viﬂwdﬂ{; "Neg ar
; IDII
members of the Nation of Islam were ¢ 0
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e saw th ©Mment Many
AmEIH:ﬂnS Emgelve

Malcolm X. They began to moyeg o

of nonV iolence. They also bsgan to q}:lfrg )

mtggl'ﬂtiﬂ'n- As SNCC leader Stﬂkely ;aﬁtm
Imj

children to a white schog] Thic

reinforces the notion . . | thqy ket 1
automatically better ang iy i:]: is
y

definition inferior.

—Stokely Carmichael, “"What We Want " 196
: 5]

: Iegister and
Meredith traveled only 20 miles before he was sh D: :ff:i

left for dead by a white supremacist. SNCC, CORE. and
SCLC members vowed to continue the march. |

When they reached Greenwood, Mississippi
Carmichael and some other marchers were arrested'
after his release, Carmichael told a crowd that P,fricaﬁ
Americans needed “black power.”

He later said that black power meant African
Americans should collectively use their economic
and political muscle to gain equality. Yet many white
Americans felt threatened. They believed that black
Power meant black violence.

The Black Panthers’ Approach Not long after
Camichael's “black power” speech, Huey Newton
dnd Bobby Seale formed the Black Panther Party in
Uakla“d- California. Almost overnight, the Black
PﬂnthEI s became the symbol of young militant African
Americans, The Black Panthers organized armed
"ls of urban neighborhoods to protect people from
o abuse. They also created antipoverty programs,
%h as free breakfasts for poor African Americ:;an
Chl]dren* The Black Panthers gained national attention
T:hen. they entered the state capitol In Sacrgmenm
 Ving shotguns and wearing black Jeather jackets

Eﬂd berets to protest attempts to restrict their right to
Aarmg

many FGUI}Q
r their hair 1n
k" rather than

Af .The Panthers' style appealed to
.. 1can

fm

ume

’ Americans, who began to wed
S and to refer to themselves as blac
910" of ol *
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rights.

~> Members and sympath

for Black Panther le
for the murder of an
County, California.
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oform in the

;‘.‘r At+tha University of California at Berkeley, Stokely
arm:cl.l.?el advocated combining the economic, social
and political power of African A :

mericans to achieve civil

izers demonstrate their support

ader Huey Newton as he stands trial
Oakland police officer in Alameda
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