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- The Netherlands played a le ading role
in the first phase of imperialism, from 1500
to 1800. The Dutch East India Company
protected Dutch trade in the Indian Ocean
and even had the right to make treaties and
maintain its own armed forces.

Interactive Flipped Video

>> Objectives
Explain the political, economic, and social
causes of European imperialism.

Understand how technology and other
factors contributed to the spread of

imperialism.
Describe the characteristics of imperial rule.

Summarize the cultural, political, and social
effects of imperialism.

»> Key Terms

imperialism
protectorate
sphere of influence
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The New Imperialism

Motivations for the New
Imperialism

Armed with new economic and political power, Western nations setou
to expand their overseas empires. Between 1870 and 1914, Europea: §
nations brought much of the world and its people under their contol §

European Expansion During the Age of Discovery Europes:
imperialism did not begin in the 1800s. Imperialism is the POlicy
of one country’s political, economic, or cultural domination over othes
lands and territories. During the Age of Discovery from the 1400 ¥ |
the 1600s, Spain, Portugal, Britain, and France set up colonies in
Americas. Spain also seized control of the Philippine Islands.
Elsewhere, European nations gained only small outposts 0ves®
Pmtugél'. Spain, and the Netherlands won footholds in Southeast Asi
The British and French were fierce rivals for trading rights I I

Fu:ppeams buil’? trading forts on the coasts of Africa and negot®
imited trade with China and J apan

Bet .
the Hvev;ezfn t;SUD -y 18_00= Europe had relatively little mﬂuenﬂﬁri
€ peoples in China, India, or Africa. Euro peans rrade

with merchants in the it
se lands i termte
€Xcept in the Americas. but did not control any Jard®
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fow decades, beginning in the 1870s
n 7 sbrought much ofthe world under their c::nntml:
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wo N6 The main causes can be categorized as:
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. for Resources Drives Further Expansion
Eee odustrial Revolution created needs and desires

spuffed overseas expansion. Manufacturers
to natural resources such as rubber,

nese for steel, and palm oil for
f..;;;r,mery'. They also wanted to expand their global
:;:keﬁ by increasing the number of consumers to
they could sell their manufactured goods.
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oankers, too, backed overseas expansion, which
would provide new opportunities for investments. For
-me countries, colonies offered a valuable outlet for

anidly growing populations.

nolitical and Military Motives Political and military
wues were closely linked to economic motives. Steam-
wwered merchant ships and naval vessels needed

at nses around the world to take on coal and supplies.
n ndustrial powers seized islands or harbors to satisty
“ese needs.
Nationalism, a driving force in Europe throughout
i z2 1800s, played a major role too. As Europeans
Y; sarted seizing territories overseas, it set off a race
H 200 rival nations. When France moved Into West
. “Ica, rival nations like Britain and Germany SEi_ZEd
i #a1by African lands to halt further French expansion.
- Western leaders claimed that colonies were ngeded
: ..';:.H‘E::’tE‘Ct their national security interests. Smmet_lmes%
3 € nations acquired colonies for the prestige ©
! “9aglobal empire.
1 ?H‘f’:"anitar;an and Religious Goals I‘fI_ﬂﬂY
] E:EIHEIS felt a genuine concern for their “little
{ MS beyond the seas. Missionaries, doctors, and
4l officials pelieved they had a duty to spread
q ey sawy as the blessings of Western civilization,

“ing i medicine, law and the Christian religion.

The Age of Imperialism

l :
Nfluence of Social Darwinism Behind the idea that
the West hag

| a cwilizing mission was a growing sense
of racia|

superiority in the West. Many Westerners had
Embfffl(:ed the 1deas of Social Darwinism. They applied
Darwin's ldeas about natural selection and survival
of the fittest to human societies. European races,
they argued, were superior to all others, and imperial
conquest of weaker races was simply nature's way of
Improving the human species.

| Although this reasoning was never part of Darwin's
Ideas, it became popular among many people in the

West. As a result, the cultural heritage of millions of

non-Westerners was destroyed because their societies
were deemed inferior.

HSUMMAHIZE What main factors contributed to
European imperialism in the 1800s?

Western Imperialism
Spreads Rapidly

Starting in the late 1800s, the great powers of Europe
divided up almost all of Africa along with large chunks
of Asia. The European powers included Britain, France,
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia, and Italy. The

>> The growth of European industrial economies

required raw materials to fuel its factories. New colonies

provided both natural resources and new markets for

European manufactured goods.

Interactive Map
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ntages European
United States acquired the Philippines and gained Western :‘d;a strgﬂg Ecunllmieﬂpﬂwgm haq
influence in parts of Latin America. i ts, and powerful armies an;-_i HWE{U-QI% Y TY]
Every corner of the globe was claimed by a Western TR i]r'if.ﬂl.ldiﬂg riverboats ang th By Su%’ﬂ e !
power. Leading the way were explorers, missionaries, teghnﬂlﬂgﬁ’- oved medical knnwledgee EIEUI&#T}" T as:
merchants, soldiers, and settlers. The reasons for the  well as 1mpt very of quinine in 1817 =g Play, & ﬂrief
success of Western imperialism in the late 1800s and  role. The dlscf ed Europeans surviye o E'tharn gﬂd S
early 1900s varied and so did the kinds of governments @ediclﬂE:uzi Es malaria that had preve?:fadly b n.E" fﬁg 1€
:zfifszzjy FIVTR S oo S ety nERsind Zf}j:rsiisg tropical regions in Africa. &d thelh Er;; of cO!
Equally important, Nnew weaponry ggy, %, -
Vulnerable Non-Western States While European a huge advant.age.ﬁdvilcles sucl.ltis Ma:-:irn o I%¢ gireﬂ
nations had grown stronger in the 1800s, several older  earliest machine QUI?S along wi repeating Tiflgg X to ac
civilizations were in decline. In the Middle East, the steam-driven w.arshlpﬂ “frz 1{513: Along E‘fgumen% Fren
once powerful Ottomans faced many challenges from  persuading Africans and Asians to accept W%im Fren
within their diverse empire, Weak rulers in Mughal  control. : t' peli
(MOO gul) India triggered internal unrest with less Finally, Europeans often played riva Ql'ﬂupgm | ther
tolerant policies toward Hindus. In China, Qing (ching) g region against one another. In India, gpe . L
rulers resisted calls for modernization with disastrous  gyccessfully used rivalries between Hindy ang Mu;&h che
consequences. princes to their advantage. In Afl’ical Eur, h’ﬁ cou
In West Africa, wars among African peoples and the encouraged divisions gmnng local rulers to kegp ¢ rul€
damaging effects of the slave trade had undermined  from joining forces against the newcomerg ey ser’
long-established kingdoms and city-states. Newer the
| African states were not strong enough to resist the  Some Resist Imperialism People in Africa ang a.. in }
Western onslaught. Many Africans lived in small strongly resisted Western expansion. Many pAsH i
." communities with no strong, centralized kingdom to fought the invaders, even though they had no 0 '
.' protect them.

W cv
to equal the Maxim gun. Rulers in some areag 1 :
to strengthen their societies against outs .

; Iderg bi nos
reforming their own Muslim, Hindu, o Co nfucy Ye
traditions. inf

Although European powers defeated almost g e an
armed resistance, the

struggle against imperia) ru
continued. European rule turned many native

| | g o
Into forced laborers with no freedom of MOoVemer
By the early 1900s, nationalist movements e &
emerging. Western-educated Africans ang Asiap P
used Enlightenment ideas about freedom and j; =
to call for an end to colonial rule. Tens of thousans -
In colonies around the world Joined national liberatin E
movements. n
T {:
Critics at Home In the West, a small group of ant §
Imperialists emerged. Some argued that colonialisn § ;
was a tool of the rich. Others opposed imperialist 1

. - EI
€xpansion because they wanted to focus on improving .'
conditions for people in the West rather than imposin § -
change on other Cultures. Still others called imperialis®

Immoral. Westerners, they pointed out, were movid
toward greater democrac

y at home but were imposi’
undemocratic rule op other peoples.
>> American author Mark Twain Wwas an outspoken critic EXPLAIN HOW did WEStern imperialism sprB?ﬁd
of both imperialism and the brutal Belgian rule in the thl'OUgh Africa and Asia SO QUiCle?
Congo. In 1905, he published King Leopold’s Soliloquy,
which brought international attention to the situation.
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