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LA ST > Mussolini and the National Fascist Party
erved as a mOdEI"ﬁr‘mnhiﬂﬁus led the March on Rome in October 1922.
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Describe the rise of Mussolini. | |
L Summarize Mussolini's policies as leader of | I i:']
Italv ltaly. II| \'
Identify the characteristics of totalitarianism | \| |
and fascism. \l R\
A
] [ ] [ | II {
Benito Mussolini \
Postwar Discontent When Italy agreed to join the Allies in 1915, ﬂ:f:hsgr:ﬂﬁﬂme 1‘
France and Britain secretly promised to give Italy f:ertam Austro- ey el E
Hingarian territories that had large Italian populations. When the fascism f
Allies won, Italy received some of the promised terrtories, but others
became part of the new Yugoslavia. The broken promises outraged

ltalian natjonalists. |

In the postwar years, disorders within Italy multiplie
npart by the Russian Revolution, peasants seized land, and workers
Went on strike or seized factories. Their actions frightened landowners
and industrialists who had traditionally held power.

d
Amid the chaos, returning veterans faced unemployment. Trade

dEC]iHE'd and taxes rose. The Q'GVEII]mEHt, Spllt nto fEU.dlﬂg factions,

emed powerless to end the crisis.

d. Inspired

his turmoil stepped BEI‘IZiLth
d a teacher, Mussolini

r, however, he rejected
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Mussolini and the Fascist Party Into .t
USsolini. The son of a socialist placksmith an

ad been a socialist in his youth. During the WS anized veteran
lalism for intense nationalism. In 1919, he org
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: : : Fascist party. T :alist rallies, _ : el
other discontented Italians l,ntﬂ e dle of sticks sociall ; eratives. Fascist gangs Useq ; Sltgy b q'ufﬂﬂ.j
took the name from the Latin fasces.,a bun farmers’ COOP _ ingj, . ify

- the fasces oust elected officials ip rm% d glot” |
wrapped around an ax. In ancient Rome, and terror to Noy " | -t
: ~ ' were killed as New gangs ¢ g Fig
symbolized unity and authority. Hundreds . Blaﬁk 4. Me?
ot : .~ speaker. He ] over Italy. Many Italiang 4 S ! -
Mussolini was a fiery and charismatic Speaf=r: - .h ~ sprang uP @ too. had lost faith ; “CeDteg , agh"
promised to end corruption and replace turmoil Wls actions because they. 100, althin Congt;, t.h:’*'i of pay
order. He also spoke of reviving Roman gr?atnesar; gD‘JEInmEﬂt- | | utlﬂh-:-. agith !
pledging to turn the Mediterranean into a Rﬂmver In 1922, the Fasclsts mace & bid for POwg tha? :
" in He held a great deal of powerl O ; les, they announced their L & | h
- dﬂnci agﬁln " h'E nusging speeches. ially = W to demand that the . lmenﬁﬁqj 5}1
crowds when he gave nis T go to Rome gwemfl‘lem_ U, Yaut
[Only joy at finding such a leader] can changes. In the March on Rome, tepg of th. i obey
explain the enthusiasm [Mussolini] evoked of Fascists swarmed toward the capita] Fea};?nusa% b out
at gathering after gathering, where his mere wvar. King Victor Emmanuel I1I asked Misgsr. T Yo
. Et- ] . - , lnl 5 :
b R .the propes ﬁfjm B Eldef;: if:n a government as prime minister. Mussolin; ent ) [m” sind™
him with frenzied acclamatmnrs. Eveﬂ S with city triumphantly on Octgber 30, 1922, Withoy fir g is alj‘a"
TNh:;r first came out of mere curl:?slt}’ an shot, Mussolini thus obtained a legal appojps,. ¥ goldi€
indifference or even hostile feelings gradually : ot fy,, e
. the king to lead Italy. I ralid
felt themselves fired by his personal magnetic |
S X Ed prAw CONCLUSIONS How dm Builc
—Margherita G. Sarfhatti, The Life of Benito Musso- . i . S iy 5C1
lini (tz. Frederic Whyte) disillusionment contribute to Mussolini’s rigg? f: A
' Iegu]
Control by Terror Mussolini organized his supporters . =y e . FasC:
into “combat squads.” The squads wore black shirts MUSSOllnl S TGtalltarlan Euro
to emulate an earlier nationalist revolt. These Black Rule as a?:
Shirts, or party militants, rejected the democratic _ | Sovit
! At first, Fascists held only a few cabinet posts inthengy | N
| government. By 1925, though, Mussolini had assyp | Hitle
| !{ I|! more power and taken the title Il Duce (eel poo chy othe
'.” i “The Leader.” He suppressed rival parties, muzzleq Stali
!,' J | press, rigged elections, and replaced elected officisk /
'!. |_ with Fascist supporters. In 1929, Mussolini receiy com
! '|' @ ; | recognition from Pope Pius XI in return for recogniz , in
L g | Vatican City as an independent state, although t part
j i : ; | pope continued to disagree with some of Mussolins | and
, ==.|;' . :ﬁf goals. ung
' S In theory, Italy remained a parliamentary monarct the
In fact, it was a dictatorship upheld by terror. Critis mes
were thrown into prison, forced into exile, or murdered ide:
Secret police and propaganda bolstered the regime

The State Controls the Economy To spur econ® trar
growth and end conflicts between owners and WOt
Mussolini brought the economy under state cont®

I' However, he preserved capitalism. C
HJ Umfier Mussolini's corporate state, representéi®® His
h of business, labor, government, and the Fascis! pa;ﬂ | fas

cgntmlled Industry, agriculture, and trade. This " fag
| did help business, and production increased hl: To,
SUccess came at the expense of workers. Th¢) WE ans

forbidden tg strike, and L

>> The fasces, a bundle of sticks wrap their wages were kept
was an ancient Roman symbol

Fascists adopted the name an

ped around an ax,

of unity and authority, g .

d symbol for their party, ~ Lovalty to the State To the Fascists, the indimﬁlw

i :
aSUnimportant exc ept as a member of the s
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itt? u, ‘,ﬂleﬂ';}ﬁ state and Mussolinj Eiel:;:.] 1slugan3
['ljd D&E’fd a:il.f}rlf;ﬂu dSPEaI{EIS blared and POsters “ Obe 1
“ Iﬂq% {3t o urged to be ruthless, goip - OClaimey
Sht:?ﬂ]k i!r‘ﬂ w or the glory of Italy. Women were | alrior
4 th"tﬂ .:.;h[mi _ps. Instead, Mussolini called op wshed out
> " 0
Utif% ‘{.}_ﬂ{l , pattle of mntherhond, Those Whe bm:len to
Ng) Wil 4 children were given a medal by ) Diice himn::m
. Ay Iﬂjnha ing the yulig ¥rdS El‘majm Fascist goal. Fag ?H'
on o igr&uf?s toughaned elidren. and taughy ge - o
Mgy ) ?‘ﬂ, trict military dls_::lplme_ Boys ang gitls Je 2
Sah:jfﬁ ‘w: the glories of ancient Rome. arned
S o j hed i .
[ v i ascists marched in to
Clvy) yound F . i G I'C.hllght Parades
orn, il PP nd chanting, “Myggoyin:
 the ? jways Aght il’ thiigicils. a generation of YDUngl
‘ 15 ready to bac D r :
0g 4 i€’ stood ; UCe's drive to €Xpand
o, yalia? power.
. litaria i
g guilding " Tuta n State Mussolini anqg the
War sscist Party built the first modern totalitarian state
o this form Ol govEIhment; & one-party diCtat{}rshili:
Jptes eVery aspect of the lives of jig Citizens
%ascl'ﬂt Jtaly served a.s a model for fagcist rule in Uthe1:
gyopean nations. Still, Fascist rule in Italy was never
ssabsolute as those imposed by the CoOmmunists in the
goviet Union or the Nazis in Germany.
w Mussolini's rule was fascist in nature ag —
d giler's. However, totalitarian governments rise under
), ather kinds of ideology as well, such as communism in
3 aralin's Soviet Union.
5 All of these totalitarian governments shared
E

«mmon features. They were single-party dictatorships
in which the state controlled the economy. The
party was led by a dictator, who used police spies
and terrorism to control the people and demanded
unquestioning obedience. The government controlled
the media and enforced strict censorship. It used every
means possible to indoctrinate, or mold, its citizens'
deas and thoughts.

E}DENTIFY MAIN IDEAS How did the Fascist party
lansform Italy’s government and economy?

Characteristics of Fascism

Historians sti]] debate the real nature of Mussolini's
Scist ideology. Mussolini coined the term, but
aCists had no unifying theory as Marxists did.
nga?- We generally use the term fascism to describe
i Céntralized, authoritarian government that is not
.EU “_]munist whose policies glorify the state OVel the
"vidual and are destructive to basic human rights

>> Mussolini viewed children as the Fascists of the
future and took great interest in education and the youth
PFDQ ram. Boys were taught to be strong soldiers and
girls were taught to be strong, nurturing mothers.

Interactive Gallery

In the 1920s and 1930s, though, fascism meant different
things in different countries.

Features of Fascism All forms of fascism. however,
shared some basic features. They were rooted in
€xtreme nationalism. Fascists glorified action, violence,
discipline, and, above all, blind loyalty to the state.

Fascists also pursued aggressive foreign expansion.
Echoing the idea of “survival of the fittest” Fascist
leaders glorified warfare as a noble struggle for survival.
“War alone,” declared Mussolini, “brings to its highest
tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility
upon peoples who have the courage to face it."

Fascists were also antidemocratic. They rejected the
Enlightenment emphasis on reason and the concepts
of equality and liberty. To them, democracy led to
corruption and weakness. They claimed democracy
put individual or class interests above national goals
and destroyed feelings of community. Instead, fascists
emphasized emotion and the need for individuals to

serve the state.

The Appeal of Fascism Given its restrictions on
individual freedom, why did fascism appeal to many
Italians? First, it promised a strong, stable government
and an end to the political feuding that had paralyzed

The World Between the Wars @ 8.6 Fascism Emerges in Italy
e Wor
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>> This poster depicts Mussolini working alongside
Italian builders. Like much Fascist propaganda, it was
designed to convey a sense of purpose and strength.

democracy in Italy. Mussolini projected a sense of
power and confidence at a time of disorder and despair.
His intense nationalism also revived national pride,
which helped further the shift of political thought
throughout Italy.

At first, Il Duce received good press outside Italy.
Newspapers in Britain, France, and North America
applauded the discipline and order of Mussolini's
government. “He got the trains running on time,”
admirers said. Only later, when Mussolini embarked on

a course of foreign conquest, did Western democracies
protest.

Fascism and Communism Compared Three
systems of government competed for influence in
postwar Europe. Democracy endured in Britain and

The World Between
th
e Wars 8.6 Fascism Emerges in Italy

uphill struggle in h

¢ faced an , hag,. W
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e

9 byg
ders, wealthy lapcownets; anc the IGWE‘IU&[%
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Despite pasic differences, in practicg thes?&
ideologies had much in common. .Bmh ﬂﬁuﬂﬂhed ﬁutm
sconomic hard times by promoting extreme o Uy
of social change-

In both communist Russia gpg ia‘iffm

ctators imposed totalitarian g""}vemmemg-

Italy, dl _ their revolutions. B !
order to bring about thel - Both ency,

blind devotion 10 the state or a charismatic leader
used terror to guard their power. In both, a Party el
claimed to rule in the name of the national inteyey

Ed COMPARE POINTS OF VIEW Descrig o
similarities between fascism and communism,

ASSESSMENT 7

o

1. Identify Cause and Effect What problems did
ltaly face after World War |, and how did these
problems help Mussolini win power?

2. Summarize Describe one of Mussolini's 1
economic or social goals, and explain the actions
he took to achieve it.

3. Compare and Contrast List two similarities

and two differences between fascism and
communism.

Si——

4. Explain Why is control of the media important i
totalitarian state? |

. Contrast How did fascist values differ from
democratic principles and goals?
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