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The Soviet Union
Under Stalin

Stalin Builds a Command
Economy

That year, Lenin introduced his New Economic Policy, which allowed
imited capitalism. This brief compromise with capitalism helped the
Soviet economy recover and ended the armed resistance to Lenin’s

government,.

Stalin Takes Charge Lenin died in January 1924. Tens of thc.:usands
"people lined up in Moscow's historic Red Square to view his body.
Lenin's widow, Nadezhda Krupskaya, had wanted to bury him 51“{‘?1’5"

"dy and put it on permanent display. In the end, L

diSDIﬂYEd in Red Square for more than 65 years. By preser vingl LE?E;
Ody, Stalin wanted to show that he would carry on the goals

®volution
In fact, Stalin moved the Soviet Union 1in
% neyer foreseen. Marx had predicted that un

ali
FE Would eventually wither away. Instead, St owerful and C
o intg 4 totalitarian state controlled by @ POW=

directions Karl Marx

der communism the
n turned the Soviet
omplex

One million Russians dttended Lenin's
funeral march in Red Square. His death set
off a power struggle within the Soviet Union.

Interactive Flipped Video

>> Objectives | |

Explain how Stalin built a command | l,
economy in the Soviet Union. | l

Describe how Stalin used terror to build a
totalitarian state.

Analyze Stalin's use of propaganda to control
thought and the arts.

Summarize the characteristics of Soviet
society under Stalin.

Understand the goals of Soviet foreign
policy.

>> Key Terms (i

command economy
collective |
kulak |
Gulag

socialist realism
Osip Mandelstam
Boris Pasternak
russification
atheism
Comintern
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bureaucracy. For almost 30 years, Stalin held m

power than any other leader in history.

Stalin’s Five-Year Plans Once in power, 'Stalmt,sieaii
out to make the Soviet Union a modern mdu; IEd
power. In the past, said Stalin, Russia had sullel

because of its economic backwardness. In 1928, he
proposed the first of several “five-year plans” aimed at
building heavy industry, improving transportation, and
increasing farm output.

To achieve his goals, Stalin brought all economic
activity under government control. The government
owned all businesses and distributed all resources.
The Soviet Union developed a command economy,
in which government officials made all basic economic
decisions. By contrast, in a capitalist system, the free
market determines most economic decisions. Privately
owned businesses compete to win the consumers
choice. This competition regulates the price and
quality of goods.

Stalin's five-year plans set high production goals,
especially for heavy industry and transportation.
The government pushed workers and managers to
meet these goals by giving bonuses to those who
succeeded—and by punishing those who did not.
Between 1928 and 1939, large factories, hydroelectric
power stations, and huge industrial complexes rose
across the Soviet Union. Oil, coal, and steel production
grew. Mining expanded, and new railroads were built.

Industrial Policy Yields Mixed Resy|is Dy
time, the West was in the grip of the Greg % Dm‘:‘%
The Soviet Union had little mtematl.:,nalt ;3%
was insulated from many of the harshegt Effe% 0,
global economic crisis. Some people ip oy oy,
North American pointed to the industrig] s pe E'::j
Soviet Union as pIDDf that Stalin's ECDanl C'IL"
were successful—ignoring the fact that this pnh,%
came at a staggering human cost. thy
Despite impressive pPIogress in some areas
workers had little to show for their efforts
former peasants did become skilled jactm
or managers. Overall, though, the standarg nf 11
remained low. Wages were low, workers Were f bl;p
to strike, and consumer goods were sCarce Gep:,
planning was often inefficient, causing Shﬂrtage;‘“
some goods and surpluses of others. Many managf
concerned only with meeting production 3

Mg
Sﬂrr

.e-q

Quoteg |

F

F

turned out large quantities of low-quality goods
During and after the Stalin era, the Sovigt Uiy

continued to produce well in heavy industry SUch g

the manufacture of farm machinery. But itg Planngg

economy failed to match the capitalist world in Making
consumer goods, such as clothing and cars.

Forced Collectivization in Agriculture Cauge
Misery Stalin also brought agriculture unge
government control, but at a horrendous cost. Th
government wanted farmers to produce more grain i

EFFECTS of STALIN’S FIVE-YEAR PLANS
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5Drﬂﬂd+3f Lenin’s New Econom IC Plan NEPp
), DEEEantS

4 on to small plots of lanq. Many h, q
ahil saw that systém as being Inef ficient aII:crlDEpErEd
5t 9 threat

ali

ate power. Std fn wanted 3] Peasantg to f

W i state-gWhod 1aims o “ﬂllﬂﬂti?es, lar o
¢ g and operated by peasants 44 a group ge farmg
o i collectives, the government proy: '

pad W

nmjﬂIE d ;
8 Jective. The state set all prices and
oo

ofarm supplies. |

Many peasants IESI‘SEE:d Collectivizat;
m animals, destroying tDDls, and burpj

, government responded with brutal fo
srgeted kulaks, or wealthy farmers.

In 1929, Stalin declared his intentiop to
se kulaks as a class.” To this eng, the government
Eﬂnﬁscated kulaks’ land and sent them to slave labor
zmps, where thousands were executeq Or died from
overwork.

Despite the repression, angry Peasants continued
presist by growing just enough to feed themselves. In
esponse, the government seized al] of their grain for
the cities, purposely leaving the peasants to starve. In
1932, this ruthless policy, combined with poor harvests,
edtoa terrible famine. Later called the Terror Famine,

it caused between five and eight million people to die
of starvation in the Ukraine alone. Millions more died
I inother parts of the Soviet Union.

Although collectivization increased Stalin's control
of the peasantry, it did not improve farm output.
During the 1930s, grain production inched upward, but
meat, vegetables, and fruits remained in short supply.
Feeding the population would remain a major problem
nthe Soviet Union.

ICe. Stalin

‘liquidate

H_EXPLAIN How did Stalin take control of the Soviet
ion's economic life?

Contro] Through Terror

“dition to tactics like the Terror Famine, Stalin's
tarian state used secret police, torture, and violent

%510 ensure obedience. Stalin tightened hig grasp

(i ey aspect of Soviet life, stamping out any signs of

T even within the Communist elite.

l:fw S a Weapon Stalin ruthlessly used tzrrc;ri ;i z
*Nagainst his own people. He per petrated C

>> This propaganda poster supports one element of
.Stalin's Five-Year Plan for industry: the creation of an
Industrial area in Siberia that took advantage of the

Iegion's vast coal reserves.

>> The Gulag was the system of Soviet forced-labor

camps. It housed political prisoners as well as actual :
inals and became a symbol of political repression in

crim :
the Soviet Union.
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against humanity, carried out politically mntivate::l
mass murders, and systematically violated his people’s
individual rights. Police spies did not hesitate to open
private letters or plant listening devices. A vast network
of internal spies reported on groups oI individuals.
Nothing appeared in print without official apprlﬂ‘fﬂl.
There was no free press, and no safe method of voicing
protest. Grumblers or critics were 1ou nded up and sent
to the Gulag, a system of brutal labor camps, where

many died.

Stalin’s Great Purge Even though Stalin’s power
was absolute, he had obsessive fears that rival party
leaders were plotting against him. In 1934, he launched
the Great Purge. During this reign of terror, Stalin
and his secret police cracked down especially on Old
Bolsheviks, or party activists from the early days of the
revolution. His net soon widened to target army heroes,
industrial managers, writers, and ordinary citizens.
They were charged with a wide range of crimes, from
counter-revolutionary plots to failure to meet production
quotas.

Between 1936 and 1938, Stalin staged a series of
spectacular public “show trials” in Moscow. Former
Communist leaders confessed to all kinds of crimes
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>> Stalin used propaganda to win the hearts ang minds

of Soviet citizens. This poster reads, “Th
. ' anks to d
Stalin for a happy childhood.” -
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or friends.
Many of the purged party memberg Were ’

but were sent straight to the Gulag, Secrey %I%.

reveal that at least four million pegp)e Wergl%ﬁs;-
during the gtalin years. Some 11151;.;-,;;1,.5“13 i m;l]:?z
toll to be much greater. 'y |

|
Impact of the Great Purge The Purges ; |

Stalin's power The purges dEStIgyed t]l:qm
generation Of revolutionaries, replacing the; ,
younger party members who f}WEd abﬂﬂlutel |
Stalin. The program of terror increaseq Stﬂlin'sa h:i
by impressing on the Soviet people the dang%"l
disloyalty. % |

However, the Soviet Union paid g heay, |
Among the victims of the purges wepe expep-q
industry, economics, and engineering, anq mafr's
the Soviet Union's most talented writers anqg thm:: |
The purged also included most of the nation’g mu:
leaders and about half of its military officerg Thek;
of so many military leaders would come back to ey,
Stalin in 1941, when Germany invaded the Sor

Union.

IDENTIFY CAUSE AND EFFECT In what waps
Stalin’s terror tactics harm the Soviet Union?

Stalin Builds a Totalitarian
State

The use of terror and intimidation was one of the ms F
characteristics of Stalin’s totalitarian stage. Like othe
totalitrarian rulers, Stalin sought to control the heas
and minds of Soviet citizens. He tried to do thisk
tirelessly distributing propaganda, censoring oppesi®
ideas, imposing Russian culture on minorities, &
replacing religion with communist ideology.

P'.'ﬂpaganda and the “Cult of Personality’ Swlﬂ
tried to boost morale and faith in the commu™
System by making himself a godlike figure. He "%,

Propaganda as a tool to build up a “cult of perso®
around himself.

_ el
Using modern technology, the party bomb o

luud?ljeakers blared into factories and vinagE;d]t
movies, theaters, and schools, citizens heard

communist Successes and the evils of Gapitﬂﬁsml {0

Billboards ang posters urged workers 0 meinﬁt

e - ' “
Xceed production quotas. Headlines in the Cﬂmn &
Party newspaper Pravda,or “Truth,” linked © l

R

L

{ om0 \

o

cOoIl

at
Col

) §

Scanned with CamScanner



