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An Ongoing Controversy Using the atomic bomp
against Japan brought a quick end to World War 11,
i also unleashed terrifying destruction. Fver since,
people have debated whether or not the United States
should have used the bomb.

For President Truman, using the bomb was a
difficult decision. He later explained that he made his
decision based only on military considerations. He was
concerned that Japan would not surrender without
an Invasion, and that would cost an enormous loss of
lives. After all, the Japanese still had a home army of

2million,

| Critics of Truman'’s decision argued that Japan

‘was almost defeated at that point and the bomb was
!-:Hﬂt needed. They also claim that by using the atomic
bomb, the United States unleashed a dangerous arms
;race that grew over the next decades.

- Growing differences between the United States an'd
' the Soviet Union may also have influenced Trumans
| Cecision, Truman may have hoped the bomb would
mpregg the Soviets with American power. The debate
| Over Truman’s decision has continued to the present.

HWE’!’!ET What- was—the purpoge of the
dec'laraﬁﬂn issued by the Allies at Potsdam::

9.5 Victory for the Allies |
World War II @ .

;ﬁ After Japan failed to accept Allied surrender terms,
Tuman ordered the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and

Nagasaki. The destruction was unlike anything the
world had seen.

Interactive Timeline |

Aftermath of the War

Even as the Allies celebrated victory, the appalling l
Costs of the war began to emerge. The war had killed as

many as 50 million people around the world. In Europe t l
alone, over 30 million people had lost their lives, more [
than half of them civilians. The Soviet Union suffered
the worst casualties, with over 20 million dead. {’1

Europe in Ruins “Give me ten years and you will not
be able to recognize Germany,” Hitler had predicted in
1933. Indeed, Germany in 1945 was an unrecognizable
ruin. Parts of Poland, the Soviet Union, Japan, China,
and other countries also lay in ruins. Total war had
gutted cities, factories, harbors, bridges, railroads,
farms, and homes.

Over 20 million refugees wandered Europe. Amid
the devastation, hunger, disease, and mental illness
took their toll for years after the fighting ended. As |
they had after World War I, the Allies faced difficult ‘|

decisions about the future.

The Holocaust Is Revealed Numbers alone did not
tell the story of the Nazi nightmare in Europe or the |

Japanese brutality in Asia. During the war, the Allies
were aware of the existence of Nazi concentration

Scanned with CamScanner



s and death camps. But only 4¢ War'.
camnpthe full extent of the 11'1hun;flanmir » ’
:Eal'eric:an General Dwight EiSEHhDWEI
t.hl;zn camps, Was stunned to come “face b D
. 1:..outable evidence of Nazi brutaj, - iy, %
indisp fq e & TP
rd Df every sense o EEEHEY, i

1"]'_

disrega

War Crimes Trials {u wartime mEEt‘lnga
had agreed that .!5:}':15_ I?aders Shoulg h:}'a*‘._
“~rimes against hum{tll’llt}f_, In Germﬁnyr th,:; T'I'-':;':
the Nuremberg TIjlals In the city Wheré ‘::L].h_t'ﬁ'f;!
staged mass rallies in t:,he 1930s. NEaﬂy 2[][;.*':5-'
and Austrians were tried for war Clime, ft“:f-';_j
found guilty. A handful of top Nazig IEE&P,;GE .
sentences. Others were imprisoned. o 4

Similar war crimes trials were helq in
. tal,
Japan. Among those found guilty and ey, D
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>> Representatives of the four major Allies sat in The war crimes trials served another

judgment of Nazi war criminals. It was the first time exposing the savagery of the Axis Iegimes,
that war criminals were punished for “crimes against
humanity” during war.
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they fiy.
discredited the totalitarian and militarig idﬂg::

that had led to the war. Yet tiisturhing EIUEE-:
remained. Why had ordinary people ip -
Poland, France, and elsewhere accepted_and; :
collaborated in—Hitler’s “Final Solution" How ,;: :
the world prevent dictators from agaip termoriz
Europe or Asia? '
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The Allies tried to address those 1ssues whep =
occupied Germany and Japan. The United States
that strengthening democracy would ensure tolerz:
and peace. The Western Allies built new govemnme:
in occupied Germany and Japan with demo
constitutions to protect the rights of all citizens
German schools, for example, Nazi textbooks &
Courses were replaced with a new curriculum &
taught democratic principles. In Japan, the occupy |
forces under General MacArthur helped Japar
politicians to create a new constitution thal g
Power to the Japanese people, rather than the em#
and military elite.

P

2] ANALYZE INFORMATION What were the dm;
goals of the Allies’ post-war policies towd
defeated Axis countries?

>> Prime Minister Tojo did not haye the same
totalitarian powers as Hitler and Mussolini.
tried and executed for war crij
during the war,
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The Secun'ty Council has the power to apply
“Conomjc Sanctions or send a peace-keeping military
NE Iy to resolve disputes. Still, differences
i1 bemee“ the United States and Russia have continued
“Mper Security Council decisions. Since the
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five permanent members of the Security Council.

CONTRAST What is the difference between the
United Nations General Assembly and the Security _
Council? |
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