ction: Debating the Role of Governme,,
e- "

1964 El i
49.2 The ¢ enormous energy and big ideas. Ag Presig
Lyndon Johnson wis a mn:l o Limph,- enact Kennedy’s programs. B ;;”'.
- 3 an s J i 5 :
he wanted to do far I"ﬂ:JE l]I-u:!lrrinj_-' an ambilious VISIon for his own F’EEMQ:T r Ei"enh“
Ling office, he began deve . year. cy, s
I-ILIHTZ lI1ﬁ“~:'rin reclection the following Year cheaP :I
should he Gol
: ment to Promote Well-Bg;j t
| View: Expanding Gover™ fersity o T and ©7
The Liberal VIE¥: = ymmencement specch at the University of Mic; ! prﬂPf’r |
iled his vision i ec S ) X i
umveiled WS YR ¢ graduating class, “we have the opportunipy (- jme of
“In your time,” he told the g werful society, but upw g ; :
; ly toward the rich caciety and the po & ' PWard gy, washin
not only - : ) ' urther, |
Cout Society.” The president explained { aggres’
2 5i
Great Society rests on abundance and liberty _fm- all. 1t demands 4n o
ﬁ;r r;x erty and racial injustice . . - But that s just the beginning, I ha
end to pov .
_ - ; T
This 1954 campaign huttnn.shm'lufs Fresl.dEnt bty is o ke where every child can find knowledge |, Eli
Johnson with his vice presnd.enn.: I'LIFIHII';: T.h:? t;rrlffat 0 p a}T’I d- 1o enlarge his talents. It is a place where leisure i ::
mate, Hubert Humphrey. Notice the near el build and reflect, not a feared cause of boredom , s
equal size of the two heads. That fall, the a welcome chance to DUl : : | nd do
ek - imilar button . o 1oce where the cily . . . Serves notonly . .. the demggy, )
president’s campaign issued a similar restlessness. It is a place ki Fiise fo : 1mf
in which Humphrey's head appeared to be of commerce but the desire for beauty and the unger tor community, to ¢
e giars okmac % IHE h:rd adf'nl It is a place where man can renew contact with nature . . . a place wher i
Campaign officials replaced the offending cerned with the quality of their goals than the Quantity ot
button with ane that showed Johnson larger e the
than his running mate. of their goods. T
But most of all, the Great Society is not . . . a ﬁnlshed. work. It is a chal.
lenge constantly renewed, beckoning us toward a destiny where the megy.
ing of our lives matches the marvelous products of our labor, In
—Lyndon B. Johnson, May 22, 1964 Repub
. _ or radi
As the election campaign continued, Democrats adopted the goals of the s
Great Society as their party platform. In their eyes, Johnson’s vision continue 3
tradition of liberal reform that stretched back to Franklin Roosevelt and, befyr Johns
him, to the Progressive Era. Like Progressives, these liberal Democrats believed portra
the power of government should be expanded to promote social well-being, Sl::i:.‘:iai
g : so f;
President Johnson once said he wanted to be “D :}r
president so he could "give things to people A
—all sorts of things to all sorts of people, young
especially the poor and the blacks.” His vision st
of the Great Society reflected that desire. “Vote
stay h
Jc
..... Johng
Presic
H
challe
Movye
trans
five
lrang
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tinued a
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yelieved

ﬂﬂp i ats’ rﬂmuu= i ; DI:;_ n_
2 Goldwater believed that S domest; i |

" most j
nd extend freedom.” Regulating every g OSUimportany e
proper role. Yet, he observed, thq was e EH
gme of the New Deal. “Our defenseg o0 ad done since the

H 1 [T} dC ¥
washington are 1n poorer shape ” hea warned - Cumulation of power in

d . 3 . ' lthﬂ_n ou
ssive designs of Moscow” [_jje many mmewmher défﬂnﬂes s
‘ €5, Goldwater

sidential candidate who had
a pre € COurage tp 54y what he hag said b

T , i :
[ have little interest in streamlining P

cient, for I mean to reduce its sjze_ | do not undertak

for I propose to &:ftend freedom. My aim is not 1 e to pro
them. It is not to Inaugurate new programs, but
do violence to the Constitution, or that have fail

impose on the people an unwarranted financial
to discover whether legislation i

OV 1 i
government or ip making it more effi.

mote welfare,
O pass laws, but tg repeal
to cancel old ones that
ed in their purpose, or that
burden. T will not attempt

- ol needed” before I have first determined
whether it 1s constitutionally permissible, And if I should later be attacked

for neglecting my constituents’ “interests,” I shall reply that T was informed
their main interest is liberty and that in that cause I am doing the very best

[ can.
—Barry Goldwater, The Conscience of a Conservative, 1960

In 1964, Goldwater got his chance to be that candidate. When more moderate
Republicans warned that voters would reject Goldwater’s views as extremism,
o radicalism, he answered, “Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. And

. moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue.”

Johnson Wins by a Landslide The campaign quickly turned nasty. Dpp{:nents
porirayed Goldwater as a reckless extremist who, 111' elected, wnu:'] ﬂ}""i'll'j:,m
Social Security and take his anticommunist aggression toward the ‘:':iI:n air::d
% far as starting World War [11. On Septenjuhar 7, the Juhfnsﬂn ﬂfHEF;h;wed g
“Daisy,” a television advertisement that quickly became ;zﬂ::s drowned out
young girl counting the petals of @ daisy. Suddenly hcrl;ud The ad announced,
first by a nuclear countdown and then by muShm‘:ﬁm;: an:-, too high for you to
“Vote for President Johnson on November 3. The btgu:: to scare \-'T:!T.EI'S-
Stay home.” “Daisy” ran only onces but tha w ﬂ? End,siaqtates to Goldwater’s SIX.
Iohnson beat Goldwater in 2 lanlrﬁliiz;:l[?:;feme.;t margin received by any
ular vote,
Johnson won 61 percent of the pop ine

ety 10 CONEIEss.
aree majonty 10
President to that point. Democrats B d:i]:};i.ents that would evm:.tuall!r“
However, the election gave rise to tWO odern conservative
’ s the m 2
thallenge the Democrats’ hold on power. E']:IE “j‘v’ﬂ The other Was the PDII.T:IEEI.I
"‘U"’Em;nt hich grew out of Goldwater’s ideds. - struction,
s Whnich gre first = the
lransfunnatian of the South. In 1964, for the ved the begmnmil?;n
five southern states voted Republi iably Rept

uanﬂfﬂrmﬂtinn of the South from 50

can.

lidly Dt:ﬂ'lc-::mtic to rel

EXTREMISM IN THE D
OF LIBERTY IS n:rﬂv:rf:"rss-E
ODERATION IN THE PURSUIT
OF JUSTICE IS NO VIRTUE
GOLDWATER
IN ‘64

Barry Goldwater lost his bid for the presidency
in 1964, But his book, The Conscience of a
Conservative, sold 3.5 million copies and
helped inspire a new generation of conserva-
tives. Some observers consider Goldwater to
be the most influential losing candidate in the

nation’s history.
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son’s Great Society

i a mandate to move fory, ‘
k his decisive election victory ﬂ]icﬂﬂ“ he had begun Wurl?m With

Johnson tooK 111 da. Long before the € ’ ':'“"-:ivﬂ

his Great Society agen a. < Now he was ready to move forwarg wiﬂ'la

: ipoverty program e icans.
rights and nnt;ﬂlf';mpn;]s for improving life for all American
broad range O
Results in Congress In contrast to Kenne

49.3 implementing John

Treatment Gets : i
i ‘lm: ':::unh]e getting his legislative program through Cﬂngress’man? i
who ha

. d in Congress for more than two
e b assed. Having serve : : ;
Johnson’s bills p t0 deal with legislators. He praised them publicly, SOughy

Johnson knew how instructed his aides to do the Same

their advice, returned their calls, and

“or else.” )
Wh 1l else failed, the president subjected lawmakers to “the Uﬂatmem_u
en a ¥

Two journalists described Johnson 's persuasive powers in this way:

Its tone could be supplication [pleading], alccusatiﬂn, cajolery [persuagtm].
exuberance, scorn, tears, complaint, the hint of U_TI'EM P J.ﬂhnsun ...
moved in close, his face a scant mill1|:11eter from !115 target, hl,s eyes widen.
ing and narrowing, his eyebrows rising and falling. From his pockets
poured clippings, memos, statistics . . . The Treatment [was] an almogt

hypnotic experience and rendered the target stunned and helpless,
—Rowland Evans and Robert Novak, Lyndon B. Johnsen:
The Exercise of Power. 1966

The “treatment,” along with a Democrat-controlled Congress after 1965,
helped Johnson compile an extraordinary legislative record, In the five years
of his presidency, he shepherded more than 200 measures through Congress,

Ending Racial Injustice Johnson envisioned a society free of racial injustice.
One of his first priorities as president was passage of Kennedy’s civil rights
legislation banning discrimination in public accommodations. “No memori
oration,” Johnson said, “could more eloquently honor President Kennedy's
memory than the earljest possible passage of the civil rights bill.” Several
months later, Johnson signed the Civi] Rights Act of 1964 into law.

The new law was quickly tested in the courts. The case known as Hear!¢f
Atlanta Motel v. United States arose when a motel owner refused to rent rooms

to blacks. He argued that the Civil Rights Act overstepped the power given 0

Here Lyndon Johnsgn puts the “Johnson rights under the Fifth and Thirteenth amendments by forcing him to use i5
treatment” ' I
Gre:ﬁ:em Wfldrk on Senator Theodore PT?P;”F 1l Ways he opposed. The Supreme Court rejected these claims. I

F re - n ¥ .
ol p -?: entwould lean in close, oted that much of the motel’s business came from out-of-state guests. Het®™

9 Tace to face with the person he Congress had acted within ; :
addressed. Energetic in his < h, faci - Wihnits power to fegulate interstate commerce.

peech, facia| Johnson continued to pysh Congress to end racial injustice. In 1965,
cial injustice.

expres.?mns. and hangd 9estures, Johnson signed the Votin
used this treatment to persuade | egislatorg
to vote in his fayor

g Rights Act, which u . - frican
. E ara to Alrl
Americans. Three years later, : e YOHDE o i

"
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was the elimination of
§ mhgnlme*rfcm I{enned}r [I_::;-’ean
king poverty. Johnson expa
cam called the War on P“:WEI'I:F
P The centerpiece of the War o p

h "
" . azl I“iamngtun‘s book
. Ve
ldeas jp g P
. O anp Ambitigy, antipﬁvﬂ{:]t-}’

3“!1':

ead Start set u]{ Programs for Joy,.
gervice (0 America, or VISTA
solunteers lived and worked ;

viding job training or edyc

INcome Preschoo] o Job skils, Project
» Was deE]'Ed on the in
n

POOr communitieg
afional SEIvices

F‘&ac& Corps. vISTA
Ithin tha Uniteg States,

cht

¥3

111965, he created the Dﬂpartmem of Hous;
o manage federal programs aimed a¢ reyirati. velopment (HUD)
poods. Its head, Robert Weaver, was the f;
presidﬁnt’s cabinet.

President Johnson's wife, Lady Bird, helped
promote his Great Society programs. As part
rican to join o of theleﬁnn to heaut.ify America, she helped
coordinate the planting of wildflowers along
highways. She also took an interest in chil-

improving Access to Health Care Also hj ; dren and education.

E“ajS was helping needy Americans gain access to health : :
Congress had tried for years to provide hospital insurance tncﬂr?‘ Liberals in
part of Social Security. Johnson made this measure 3 top pri;il‘ﬂd workers as
In 1965, Congress established the Medicare and Medicaid}r. rogram
Medicare is a federal health insurance program that pays for hm;miﬂdi;m_
ing home services for citizens 65 years or older. Medicaid is a health insurance
program jointly financed by federal and state governments. It covers low-income
people as well as older Americans whose medical needs have exceeded their
Medicare benefits. With the creation of these programs, many Americans no
longer had to forgo medical care for lack of health insurance.

Supporting Lifelong Learning and Culture Education, Johnson believed, was
the key to a better life. He pushed several measures to improve the nation’s
tducational system. One was the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of .
1965, which provided federal aid to school districts nationwide. Because the
government allocated funds to needy students rather than to schools, the act -

of |
ms helped finance both public and parochial, or faith-based, ef:lu-:atmn. f
0 That same year, Johnson signed an act creating the Nﬂum.]a_l EH;ZT{TE;L Ez
s e Arts (NEA) and the National Endowment for the Humanities ( -

d researchers

artists, musiclans, writers. scholars, an
arheaded passage of the

“ganizations give grants to
promote a vibrant national culture. Johnson also Spe

= Publje Broadcasting Act of 1967. “While we work every daif to pmdtu:ﬂinz;ls Sesame Strvetis one of many public televi
d create pew wealth,” he explained upon Signlng the Efl’ we Ta;ﬂbﬁshn:d sion programs that the Enr_puratmn Fﬂl’ Public
il tg enrich man’s spirit. That is the purpose of this act. The act e ol !Elruad_r;astlng supports. Tl:IIB educational show
e ¢ 1 p ) ting (CPB), which supports the develop is dasngn?d to teach reardlng_funﬂamentals to
il SR SR ne of the first CPB-funded shows young children, It first aired in 1969 in the

n 1969. United States. Today it is broadcast worldwide

0 = o a #
Tpublic ragio and television programs. O
in many languages.

: -sion stations 1
Was Sesame Street, which first aired o0 public televisl
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i . Among the

| . landmark laws en

| | . free-flowing rivers:

| : Act of 1964 :

| 1| ﬂ:f rT jj Created the National

| Wilderness Preservation S-,rstim
to preserve areas 'wh?ra eart
and its mmm:r:w u: lrfe are

meled by man.

rgfrr:—Ta-nn impact: Nearly 107

million acres of land were
reserved as wilderness areas

by the end of 2006.
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es of the Gr.E-EH
e historic sités:

and wilderness ar

e

- d [-J.ur History and Natural Heritage?
ve
raty are four
Sgr?::latr‘fgared species,

eas for generatiuns to pnme.

The bald eagle
was declarag an
Fnda ngered SDers
in 1967, Sineg Cieg

FWS has hel en the :
Make a rﬂmaﬁg&ﬁ

acres, the Wrangell-Saint Elias

illion i
At more than € ! e nation’s largest wilderness area.

Wilderness in Alaska is th

Opening Doors for Immigrants Johnson also supported a major Overhay| of
nation’s immigration policy. Since the 1920s, the government had placeg Quot
on immigration from every part of the world except Western Europe, Jnhnmn’
who believed this quota system was rooted in prejudice, wanted to end jt,

The Immigration Act of 1965 eliminated the old quotas based on Nation|
origin. It made a person’s skills and ties to family in the United States the key
criteria for admission into the country. Johnson praised the act for repairing
very deep and painful flaw in the fabric of American justice.” He had no idey
what an impact the law would have: in the years since its signing, immigratiog
has quadrupled, with immigrants arriving from all over the world.

Preserving the Environment In striving toward the Great Society, Johnson
hoped to improve the quality of the environment for all. In 1962, the publics-
tion of the book Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson, had raised public interest in
environmentalism, or protection of the environment. The book showed how
uncontrolled pesticide use was poisoning the environment. “The air we breat,
our water, our soil and wildlife,” Johnson warned, “are being blighted by poi
sons and chemicals which are the by-products of technology and industry."

Johnson worked with Congress to pass several environmental laws. The
Clean Air Act of 1963 set emission standards for factories to reduce air pollt
tion. Other laws focused on cleaning up waterways, preserving wilderness,
protecting endangered species. and beautifying the landscape.

F_'rntectlng Consumers Johnson also supported consumerism, or the o
tl::m of the rights of consumers. The Cigarette Labeling Act of 1963 required
clgarette packages to carry labels warning that smoking could cause health

problems. Other acts set standards for wholesome meat and poulry prodve®

ices, and for honest labeling of food
I g of tood.
pUhl::: L?fsjthe hﬂﬂk UﬁSﬂfE ar AH}? SPEEd, wrlttﬂﬂ h}'r Rﬂlph Nﬂdﬂr-l fmﬂ?ﬁd
e h‘lenfmn On auto safety. It showed how Jax engineering standards I?
Obile Industry had put drivers at risk. The book spurred Congress WP:]S

the Natj .
a;ﬂ;;:;‘;ﬂl Traffic and Motor Vehjcle Safety Act of 1966. This law requi”®
tle makers to instal] seat belts in all cars
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| od a“garﬂd Species

: Natj
grvation a!-'mt of 1966 onal Histop
it did: Directed the U.S, m“ﬂf it did: Cr‘EaT;EZrEEEWHﬁun Act of 19
h and wildlife Service (Fws) FHistoric p the Nationaf a Egistarﬁﬁ Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968

Fi

Wha:ll,‘ it clﬁd: Created the National Wild and
Ic River System to preserve rivers of
dreat scenic, recreational, wildlife, or
histaric value “in free-flowing condition”
Long-term impact: By late 2006, the
system covered 11,358 miles of river,

Jentify and protect plants
animals that are endangereq
f threatemd with extinction.
:Lﬂﬁ"”m' impact: By mid-200g,
; FWS had listed 1,868 endan.-
ed or th reatened species
ddwide, of which 1,300 were
i the United States. It has also
ht several species back
bagy, gom the brink of extinction,

O7 sitag
r Et".-lﬂl_l
’4 res, Scen

Lnng-tﬂnn Fmp:;-ct*
Mare than ?EI,EIIGID.
!:-Ian:es were rag-
'Stered as historig
mrtes by the be-
8inning of 2005

The nation B
ally rea;

‘C‘-: iE th i T
lunch counter “sit.in® i :ggﬂm e first cvil rights

ul of ¢ i
z he Deha‘ting‘the Great Society By the early 19705 the ;
Quotag Great Society reforms could be SEen in man »E impact of Johnson's
> :
Ohnson, fallen from 22.2 percent of Americans in l:;ﬁ;efls '_:'f life. The poverty rate had
1t ngh SC]‘H]G[ gmduﬂ.tiﬂn rates o R 0 -.]uSL 12,6 percent in lg?ﬂ.
- ¢ rising. In 1962, only about 42 percent of
lational black students and 69 percent of whijte students completed high school
the - igh school. By
i key ]9'{'[!, thn}sz:: rates had climbed to about 60 percent for blacks and 80 percent for
iring “a whites. African American participation in politics was growing as well, By 1970
10 ]d,Eﬂ ten memlisers of the House of Representatives and one Senator were black,
gration Despite these successes, the Great Society had its critics. The War on
Poverty proved especially controversial. Left-wing opponents complained that
its mix of programs was not the best approach to ending poverty. In their view,
nson poverty resulted from social and economic forces beyond the control of the
ublica- poor. The best way to help low-income people, they argued, was to give them
terest in money while trying to change the economy to create more jobs for them.
d how Critics on the right alleged that the War on Poverty was creating an under-
T class of people who were dependent on government wal_fa_re. In their view,
b 1 poverty’s main cause was a lack of individual responsibility on the part of the
"};p:u poor. The best approach to ending poverty, they argued, was (0 find ways o
\ ch i t kept poor people poor.
The 218 the beheylomp CE=<E0 5 hnson's Great Sociely were age-old ques-
- At the heart of the debate over Johnsor racy. Liberal supporters
3 F'Ul ti le of eovernment 1mn a democracy. L1 . P
ess enR 8hout.thic proper fo £0 X d multitude of programs aimed at
' . m
o applauded the scheme’s brﬂﬂi-il gﬂa,ls an rn was that many of the programs
im[}m‘"’i“g American life. Their ]11.-31|:| Pore oals. Conservative critics, on
: were not funded well enough to achieve iogr gmen; run amok. The high cost
prote the other hand, saw the Great Society a3 gﬂvﬁ?meir belief that government
Ii“ired of the many Great Society programs c““ﬁg{z;s
alth should not try to solve all of society § Pr‘;igh pc;int for the liberal view of gov-
duﬂ[ﬁi JﬂhHEGH’S preside:nc}r Prﬂ!,ff:l:] o be a | ft Dfﬁ":es wgl‘Id ﬂV'EI'I{S l:ﬂl.lS'.i"lfd
r. After he Ie _ t Society
€mment as society’s problem walieis tive politicians- still, the Gmil ire to
: rva aice a desl
rﬂusﬂdhﬂ iberals to Jose ground to mﬂr? Eﬂnlﬁ'?e Few Americans mdﬂ? wm;&:n}* such
jsint left a Jasting imprint on American 1% mer protections.

ne Street, OF € merican life.
me
have beco

s

fixtures of A

A\

do away with Medicare, Sesa/
Products of the Great Society

of the original eight rivers designated as wild

.. 8nd scenic in 1968,
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