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hard times. Conflicting :VlSions of N
the nation should be heighteneq

1°Y al'l[l
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divide Americans today.

>> The temperance movement partially
achieved its mission with the ratification of
the Eighteenth Amendment in 1919. When
Prohibition began, federal agents like these
destroyed millions of gallons of alcohol.
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Compare economic and cultural life in rural n nse e OCIetv heliet
America to that in urban America. | -
sclen
Analyze how foreign events after World War ' ideas
| and nativism contributed to the first Red - 2
Scare. Americans Debate New Ideasand | s
Analyze the causes and effects of changes in '
U.S. immigration policy in the 1920s. Values Brye
Describe the goa]s and motives of the Ku The 1920 census reported that, for the first time 1n American hiStDI‘f, | Func
Klux Klan in the 1920s. more people lived in urban areas than in rural regions. Thissimplefat §  the |
Analyze the intended and unintended effects had profound consequences. The nation had been divided before, bz §  of e
of Prohibition. usually along north-south or east-west lines. In the 1920s, howewe. §  Dan
the split was between urban America and rural America. Onvirtelj §  suct
>> Key Terms every important social and cultural issue, the two groups differed ~ §  Sim
modernism Urban Americans enjoyed new consumer products and awié §  this
fSundamg]r_w_talhsm array of leisure activities. They generally showed an openness towad §  the:
copes Tria . _ ‘ . ‘ . |
Clarence Darrow social Chal}ge anc.i the new discoveries of science. The grrc:ﬂi.:\m‘lgiU.EﬂG
quota system Lo ?mph881ze sclence and secular values over traditional religo® g 1ot
Ku Klux Klan beliefs became known as modernism . Th
Prohibition . . the B S
e By contrast, rural Americans did not participate fully 1 Lan . TC(
Amendment congumer bonanzas, and they missed out on many of the new f':_ﬂmj : &
Volstead Act of leisure. People in the country generally embraced a more tradiior® : -
Bootlegger view of religion, scienc |
: e, an |
. d culture. E 1
Palmer Raids :
- An ‘ : ha' §  Ch
Ba-r-tolomeo Yanzettl » E‘.’DIWHQ'JOb Market Emphasizes Education Rural and U g I
ngam Jennings mericans differed in thejr attitudes toward formal education: [n1¥ . F tl:i
ryan America prol | .1 Farmé®
Nicola Sacco expected ph ,Ong?_d formal education had not seemed vital Fqitiﬂg‘ !
eugenics pected their children to master the “Three R's"—reading.
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\ tic. But beyond that, havin
Nﬂthﬂv;ﬁ ot vital to the many fay
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‘4-.--:3{1{}0 pe done: MusC ndura_ncel and knowledge
J;% L Jani mals seemed more importgnt Y
‘5" knowledge learned from books >
Ji t¢ : '

F o ian took on more i .

IN tasks that

% s
i F“IW ntal ability, I_]Ot muscular fitneg A
#“eﬂca'sseﬂtial ingredient for success. Mastery f;lf
Eihg iucs and lapguage C{?Uld Spell the difference
gpe” ., low-paying. unskilled job ang 4 It
;gtwe*v’ﬂ Osjtjon as all ofﬁce' worker. By 1930' e

cmbrace Religious Fundamentaligm, In
sﬂmez{]S= many devout Americans believeq that

£ iy was under slege throughout the world

MexiCO: .
 home, 3 growing number of Christians were

st by what they saw as secular ?rends In religion
4 culture. They reaffirmed their belief in the
idamental, or basic, truths of their religion. This
;:pmaﬁﬂ often called fundamentalism emphasized
:.;.:estaﬂt teachings and the belief that every word in
; cnristian Bible was literal truth. Fundamentalists
;-.heved that the answer to every important moral and
<antific question could be found in the Bible. Their
«astook root all over the country but were especially

qong in rural America.

il

ety

5 and

{iyan and Darrow Clash Over Evolution

an history, ‘ndamentalism and modernism clashed head-on in

simple fact 2 Scopes Trial of 1925. At issue was the theory
before, but tenlution, developed by English scientist Charles
;. howevel, awin. Darwin believed that complex forms of life,
n virtually  J¥ashuman beings, had developed gradually from
iffered. et forms of life. According to fundamentalists,
nd a wide " f”‘lsihﬁﬂf}f clashed with the description of creation in
,ss toward | Bile

ving trend 01525 Tennessee passed a law making 1t illegal

yious B . ;
] religiod “%ch Darwin's theory in the state's publiC schools.

: Ammcan Civil Liberties Union convinced John

e thz .': JﬁpES @ high school biology teacher in Dayton,

ww.f?rml ’ |7ESsee to challenge the law. When SCOPE€S taught
radition? '_ ‘*%L]tlon N hig classroom. he was promptly arrested.

; 32';:;;1131;85031368 Trial drew nationwide atte.antt:il.

d urba” | j"'-f"u'ged Ocked to Dayton to cover the emotlon. y
n In rural 3 '}’taus Svent Which many dubbed the “Monkey Tflﬂl

in'Fafmers -' "“ﬂhll?n:; the mistaken belief that Darwin claimed

Writing' beings descended from monkeys.

j

World War I and the 1920s
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e

>> The rise of modernism, with its emphasis on
urbanism, Intellectualism, and individualism, 18

threatened traditionalists who believed America’s social it
foundations were deteriorating.

>> Clarence Darrow (left) and William Jennings Bryan

have a conversation during the Scopes Trial.
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>> Analyze Cha e
reveal divisions within U.S. soclety:

Clarence Darrow, the most celebrated defense
attorney in America, traveled from his home in
Chicago to defend Scopes. Darrow was well-known for
defending labor union leaders like Eugene V. Debs and
William Haywood, in addition to other famous cases.
A talented speaker. he did not always win his cases,
but he often revealed key issues to the public during
the well-publicized trials. Three-time presidential
candidate William Jennings Bryan, a long-time
defender of rural values, served as an expert for the
prosecution. Bryan, considered one of the greatest
orators of his day, was charged with defending what
many fundamentalists thought of as the literal truth of
divine creation found in their Bible.

Both men had a significant impact on the trial by
drawing national attention to it. The highlight of the
trial came when Darrow called Bryan to the stand as
an expert on the Bible. Bryan affirmed that the Bible
stated the literal truth. He testified that he believed
that God created Adam and Eve and that Joshua made
the sun stand still. Darrow tried to use science to cast
doubt on such beliefs, but Bryan firmly stated, “l1 accept
the Bible absolutely.”

Scopes was found guilty of breaking the law—a
fact that was never in guestion—and fined $100. The
public, however, was paying closer attention to a more
essential issue. The trial was a public confrontation
between fundamentalism and modernity, between a
literal and a liberal interpretation of scripture. While
the Scopes Trial showcased a major cultural and
religious division, it did not heal the conflict or answer
its central questions. When the trial was over, each side

still believed 1n the truth of its POSitiq

0. —X

The Red Scare

As Americans continued to grapple with
of modernity, the emergence of the Sovie
5 communist nation challenged othey g
ideals. In contrast 1o capitalism and the free
systems, which emphasized the right tq 5
property, communist ideology calleg

the i B
tUHinrf' ,
Sﬁntial T; '_
%nterpn,; __
n Dll‘@:

. | . for DU': "‘ :
ownership of property and an internationy o N
revolution as a prelude to the death of Capitaligl o B
this end, Soviet leader Vladimir Lenin encoury m

. . . ged F:i
supported revolutions outside of his country 1, ¢ °

& n CEH‘ ik ‘t

and Eastern Europe, a series of communist Ie‘“’ﬁhséi i.

o . . N

break out, making it seem like the worldwide - |
was starting.

mut-m |

Fear of a Potential Revolution This revolutions. §

activity abroad, coupled with labor strikes acrggg e

United States following the end of World War | cause: |
the first American Red Scare, a wave of widesprey: |

fear of suspected communists and radicals thougy..

be plotting revolution within the United States, g '

o T % —

revolutionary activity inside America gave substany

l.“u.'

to the scare. Authorities discovered bombs maly; §

to important industrialists and government offici:
including Attorney General A. Mitchell Pame

Suspected anarchists, members of a radical poliue §

movement, exploded bombs in cities across Amer

The Scopes Trial: How Did They Differ?

THE DEFENSE: DUDLEY

THE PROSECUTION:
WILLIAM

JENNINGS BRYAN

FIELD MALONE
(WITNESS CALLED BY
DEFENSE ATTORNEY,

CLARENCE DARROW)

“|t is high time for the people lwho :
helieve in religion to make their protest |

against the teaching of irreligion In ’Fhe | ”
oublic schools under the guise of science | facts.

and philosophy.”

.

. "We are ready to tell the truth as
we understand it and we do not fear
all the truth that they can present as

T

rts Based on the quotes given in the chart, how did the Scopes trial

World War I and the 1920s @ 12.6 An Unsettled Society

Scanned with CamScanner



pethatkilled about 40 e,

rdfir‘f 4 ' ._“r“_ér'*" ©n Wa) StfeEt
1 """,,,lta Ieadlf;Q ::}:’:nfmcement Officig)
35 " road OL€NSIVe aqggijp,
% | .,1"92 in 1919 and 1920 T;tarzzl? 1 1nlt§;
ﬁrll»igjﬂl known as the Palmer er(-es of raide
‘; :hguﬁdndﬁ of })GO[}IQ_ SOme who 11ﬂ:rill:lﬁi, Police
e who were simply IMmmigrangg f[DE?re fadicy)q
1__-'.”_;:-::1 gurope Most were never chg, m SOUtheyp,
I, 8 The govetsment then deDOItegei -
L Uqg _ pany: these AN I n have ¢,
Prie, * jng the liberties that Amere, elz p",
“‘fat{; JL group of peop 1? i Ne_w York City form =
1uhhc L:" Cwi leertnes Union (ACLU) iIn 1: e
kerg il 7 ese iberties. The ACLY yigq g " <0 to
N TD _'_,__;ﬂ"’ va]UEd 11 lmportant court Cases Thls b
P 4 _‘e ACLU became involved in gpe - A-mo‘thl's
Ntrg) - ~troversial court.cases the tria] of Nlcglaeglca
S dig ~ gartolomeo Vanzettl. "o
itiop i
auestionable Convicti?n Nicola Saccq (SAH koh)
. gartolomeo Vanzetti(van ZEHT eg) were Italia
lary i';;;:aﬂts and known anarchists. They were char eg
the “" -nooting and Killing two men during a ho]dug at
sed ¢ factory in @ town near Boston. Eyewitnesses
ead > event said the robbers “looked Italiap Sacco
- 2 ‘E:en g Frbam Prov}ded defense
e 20€l t‘fe two rgen ‘J}‘;Teff ound guilty in a E‘::Wift and
r» 3::_5;;5 mal,f despite the fact that tlhere was little hard
o et against thern. Some: prominent legal scholars,
al -zectuals, and liberal politicians charged that the
. ~rvictions were .b_ased more on Sacco and Vanzetti's
' -1ty and political beliefs than on the facts of the

{ -—¢ Nevertheless, on August 23, 1927 the two men
{ =2putto death in the electric chair.

A s worst, hysteria accompanied by violence

zzcienized the Red Scare. Mobs attacked suspected
#ras abused immigrants, and committed crimes in
21ame of justice. By the summer of 1920, the height
¢ Red Scare had ended. Americans saw that
.E%:f‘ffaﬂ"f and capitalism were more powerful in the
| ~#States than Lenin's call for worldwide revolution.
% shown by the Sacco and Vanzettl trial, the
| ﬂ" of the great fear would linger throughout the
| d {1 negative feelings towards immigrants, labor
| and, to some extent, the reforms pushed by

-

L

v

. "'.:#E'S‘-?i‘irﬂs bef ot e
=S Delore World War 1.
T In New York City, thousands of people prqt6§t6d _
- EREC\—/ 4 '1:131: +he verdict in the Sacco and Vanzettl tnil'- Many
1 i - was the Red Scare? ::1: 1g:;r::mfernrment prosecutors were unjustly targeting
immigrants wit

hout sufficient evidence.
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. . twar Red Scg
I . . During the Pos Ie feary
An:.mlg ration in the 1920s and socialists from eastern Europg Whatc%rn
St ; - . ' : ] ) =
Came Ettrlal of Italian immigrants Sacco and Vanzett the United States with ‘their Ievﬂlmiﬂnz tra“EL %
O a close, another social issue involved the caused the debate to heat Up oncg Ty q e |

ongoi s _ - Vi i
going boom in immigration continued. As in the side welE nativists who dlsagl'eed Wk In Q;L‘n

past, _nativists, or those who preferred native-born immigration policy. On the Other .. Ith b
Amerlcans t0 immigrants, argued that the new A .aricans who viewed the immi@tat+1de u.rﬁ?jh{

f;nvals took jobs away from nat;b*e-b{zrn workers and part of what made an American gp, E;ERDEI;::;?

re - . Uiy X |

trad;ti::ned American religious, political, and cultural all Americans who Cﬂu}d trace theiy anfnqa -lfi”'*if'

e enough discovered foreign origing SStry b::“

Eunas _ o Nativists were concerned that .. . Y
. g mc_s and Social Darwinism Influence the diminish America’s political a dumnlgran a_
eérception of Immigrants Although nativist ; : - . =Cong " |

N oug They believed that many immigrans Mje %
— 1c1jar15 had been able to restrict immigration from hvsical and social traits ang S hag Ung r’:ac::[
hln_a lI.l 1882, they had failed to push through laws to o ductive members of soc;j g ey E&“'[
festrict immigration from southern and eastern Europe. P> — - S %ﬁﬂ
g 5 e of US. entry into World War I, however, _ Thes'e Vlzzizdw?;iap a;;,lly btased Ol eygq, . E
c:_-ngress did pass a law requiring immigrants to take since-d1scre ; : a.t 11'1telligeHCe nlb‘ |
a literacy test. favorable social traits were inheritap), h g 4
* : Alges, &

one's pare R
) Immigrants who could not read or write their own Passed o ]ZB;S thanp othlzatrss ag‘.d ooy frequﬁ'ntl: Iﬁ:“"k
Sanguage Were prohibited from entering the United n gome s fvey 5 | ug_emcg Iefrb;'ﬂ;;
tates. President Wilson vetoed the law —— Social 'Darwmlsm. e idea that _hfe Was g mm% |
in which only the fittest survive. The i Pety
e

Social Darwinism and eugenics wag causeq. 0 b‘;
Charles Darwin's theory of natural selectjy, ]lanp“‘“
also motivated by ethnic or racia] Dreiudié oth,.

degree. Those who believed in both themi: mﬂ::;_;
S Wan

.,,,—----.--4-1!"'—-"”"_

]

.
i e

B L

the United States to be that fittest natigp that g | exclu
and to ensure that it was, sought to excjyge th | oy
thought of as weaker and undesirable. e was
Many nativists who believed in eugenics g N the [
the human race could be improved by contmujngff
people had children. Therefore, they thought i h;-'tf Mor
restrict immigration to those whom they degmeézf The
have desirable traits that would in turn be passedmi | e
future generations of Americans. ) =P
| imn
Congressional Legislation Restricts Immigraiy =
In addition to eugenics and Social Darwinism nL S; 1‘
events such as World War I, the Russian Revoir °
and the Red Scare strengthened the nativist postz —_—
and affected congressional legislation. Two subseq | Wit

law§—— the E}nergency Quota Act of 1921 and t fre
National Origins Act of 1924— established aqlwﬂ‘
System to govern immigration from specific court

T'he National Origins Act set up a simple fom
The number of immigrants of a given nationality &
year could not exceed 2 percent of the number of pet

T

of that nationality living in the United States it 8 ']
The year 1890 was chosen because it was before
. _ 1
great wave of immigration from southern and 635*"; E
| ) - - i
>> The rise of nativism within the United States led _ Urope. ror example, the act permitted aboll 65[1 " Ir
to increased restrictions on immigration, such as the immigrants from England and Northern hre! J ¥
rejection of immigrants who could not read and write in come to America every year, but it allowed onlf abU; )\
thei . S | nued”
Qi oW _anguage 0,802 immigrants from Italy, The act also contin®| €
i

World War I and the 1920s
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Immigration drom
Ps to
340,000 folluwing

the National Origins

Act of 1924

E‘I@f 0 ——n
QI'@ < 300:00 I . —— e
be Mmigration dr
1eugehie 200,000 1420,000 followizgst:::
ece ang - the 100,000 Emergency Quota
_HMactg,. ey 0 Act of 1921
“QUeny), “Stigg 1820 1830 1840 185q
Vas rq found c. pistorical Statistics of the United States '
5 Comlated t sOURCE |
“OMpai... O 8
Tise Ofemtmn glyze Charts What effect did the Em
E,‘Ed 111 both »? . ]Onglns Act of 1924 have on lmmlgr
n Pary b Nat!
-Br;)t W y
lice to SIS
Ties vy Mg
n N
1at syupy,; ' oxclude MOS 451an 1mm1grgnFs_ The effect of fugenics,  of hate and *
thoge Veq | gocial parwinism, and nativist sentiment In general their end eriployed viclence and terror to achieve
they, Jas that America closed its “golden door” tg many of g [
. eople trying to enter. _ |
3(13.5 thought j e 'ithKlal? Reorganizes In 1915, on Stone Mountain | %!
Hing Whj . : _ 1 aeo0Igla, a revived Ku Klux Klan was f | ol
Ic Arrive f . | ormally
1T it best th Moreé MEXICHI‘;:m o nz: Ecﬂlnﬂmlc OPpgrtun.lty Organized. The original Klan had been formed in the '\f‘
deemedt e q%zota s-ys ¢ the 1 Qlaéj e Mex1co, ?‘*fhlf?h South during Reconstruction largely to terrorize African T:
ssed op to was still reeling 1rom — revolution. Setthng in Amt—:tricans who sought to vote. Although the new Klan
0 sparsely populated regions of the Soqthw'est, Mexican  continued to promote hatred of African Americans, it
immigrants made significant CDI]tIlbutflOHS to local  was also aimed at the new America taking shape in
_ _ economies. Many found work harvesting crops in the cities. It targeted Jews, Catholics, and immigrants.
ligration | California and Texas. A smaller number sought jobs in  In the wake of postwar labor unrest, the Klan opposed
SIM, Other the factories and farms of the North or Midwest. labor unions—especially because many union
2volution, Many Mexican immigrants faced discrimination members were immigrants or political radicals. The
position and hostility in their new homes. They often competed ~ Klan also claimed to stand against lawbreaking and
L with native-born Americans for jobs and were lMmmorality.
and the frequenﬂy Subjected to brutallty and violence. | At its helght, the Klan's “Invisible Empire" had
1 quota perhaps 4 to 5 million members. Most were in the
g : j | st,
untries ﬂ RECALL What was the purpose of the National South, but there were :GLISO branches in the Mldwe
nrmula: Origing Act? | Northeast, and West—in both rural areas and in small
-y each industrial cities. One center of Klan strength was
peop19 Indiana, where Klan leader David Stephenson ruled

, 1890.

e the The Ku Klux Klan in the
sor | Early 1900

5,721 o ,
}3 to Immlgratlon restriction was an attempt to turn back
| out the Clock to what many saw as a simpler, better t1me.
IZ L0 Many ‘ashed out against symbols of change. Some

e lrned to organizations that Supported doctrines

World Warl and the 1920s

with an iron fist and controlled numerous politicians.
There were special women's branches of the Klan as
well However, some male Klan leaders were strongly

opposed to women taking an active role in polltics. °
Klan members boycotted businesses owned by

anyone who was Jewish. Catholic, or African American. -

The Klan terrorized citizens 1n the night, often by
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