
Notebook Entry #4 The United 
States in WWI – right 
• Causes

• Militarism

• Alliances

• Imperialism

• Nationalism

• Europe at its peak

WWI Begins

Assassination of Archduke, June 28, 1914

By July 30, 1914 all Europe at war

US remains neutral





Wilson wins Re-election 1916 – vows to keep US out of WWI



The US gets Sucked in…

• Unrestricted submarine warfare

• USS Lusitania SUNK

• Zimmerman telegram

• Russia quits

• US Declares war April 2, 1917







The US prepares for War

• “Democracy”

• Video notes – record a minimum of 10 facts from the video 
clip:



Lyrics to "Over There" by George M. Cohan 

Johnnie get your gun, get your gun, get your 
gun

Take it on the run, on the run, on the run

Hear them calling you and me

Every son of liberty

Hurry right away, no delay, go today

Make your daddy glad to have had such a lad

Tell your sweetheart not to pine

To be proud her boy's in line.

CHORUS (repeated twice):

Over there, over there

Send the word, send the word over there

That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are 
coming

The drums are rum-tumming everywhere

So prepare, say a prayer

Send the word, send the word to beware

We'll be over there, we're coming over

And we won't come back till it's over over
there.

Over there. 

Over there. 

Johnnie get your gun, get your gun, get your gun
Johnnie show the Hun you're a son of a gun
Hoist the flag and let her fly
Yankee Doodle do or die

Pack your little kit, show your grit, do your bit
Yankees to the ranks from the towns and the 
tanks
Make your mother proud of you
And the old Red White and Blue.

CHORUS (repeated twice):
Over there, over there
Send the word, send the word over there
That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming
The drums are rum-tumming everywhere

So prepare, say a prayer
Send the word, send the word to beware
We'll be over there, we're coming over
And we won't come back till it's over over there.



US Military Mobilization 

• “The Great Adventure”

• Video notes – record a minimum of 10 facts from the video 
clip:



Home Front 

• Industry and agricultural production controlled 
by government – curtailed capitalism 

• Espionage Act of 1917- goal was to quash acts of 
treason – monitored mail and expressions of 
opposition to war

• Sedition Act of 1918- maid unlawful to use 
“disloyal” language about the government, 
constitution or military forces

• PROPAGANDA: Committee on Public Information













Left Side – Process Page

• You have just been hired by the US War Department as 
Creative Director for the Department’s recruitment campaign.  
Your job is to create a new war recruitment poster.

• When creating this new poster, you should think about a few 
things:

• Who are some of the groups that the United States was 
appealing to during WWI propaganda campaign?

• What was the United States goal through this program? What 
did the United States want from each group?

Your poster should seek to recruit the efforts of ONE 
group of people (military, women, students, families, 
etc.), and should focus on how the government wanted 
this particular group to get involved. 


